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VISIT OF PRESIDENT DIAZ ORDAZ OF THE 
UNITED MEXICAN STATES 


Joint Statement by President Johnson and President Diaz Ordaz Following 
Their Discussions in Washington on October 26 and 27. October 27, 1967 


At the invitation of the President of the United States of America 
and Mrs. Johnson, the President of the United Mexican States, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, is paying a state visit to the United States. 

The two Chiefs of State expressed greatest. pleasure in having an- 
other opportunity to renew their cordial personal relationship and to 
resume informal talks held during their previous visits and at the Punta 
del Este meeting of American Presidents in April 1967. 


President Diaz Ordaz expressed to President Johnson his sincere 
thanks for the friendly reception and for the warm welcome of the Con- 
gress, government officials, and individuals whom he has met, which 


he said reflect the traditional friendship between the peoples of the United 
States and Mexico. 


The two Presidents engaged in wide-ranging talks in which they 
reviewed matters of common interest, as indicated below, and they ex- 
pressed satisfaction over the high level of mutual understanding reached 
during the last few years in relations between the two countries. 


The two Presidents took note of the highly successful mutual assist- 
ance arrangements to undertake flood relief operations entered into in late 
September by state and local authorities along the border which saved 
many lives. President Diaz Ordaz reiterated his thanks to President 
Johnson for the cooperation of the Government of the United States in 
rescue operations within Mexico. The Presidents noted that the flood 
waters were of unprecedented quantities and that the flood control system 
of the joint International Boundary and Water Commission had mini- 
mized the damage. They were pleased, moreover, that in addition to 
developing a broad program to raise living standards along the border, 
the recently created U.S.-Mexican Commission for Border Development 


and Friendship facilitated relief operations by communicating with 
federal and local agencies. 
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The Presidents agreed that the Alliance for Progress, foreshadowed 
by the remarkable economic and social progress of Mexico made possible 
by its Revolution, has been a useful instrument, and can, as agreed at 
Punta del Este, be even more useful in the future in promoting, with social 
justice, the development of the continent. President Diaz Ordaz expressed 
the importance within Mexico, since their inception several decades ago, 
of some national programs which the Act of Punta del Este includes, 
such as supervised agricultural credit for low income farmers, low cost 
housing, and the advances in higher education. He expressed satisfaction 
7 that Mexico, as an Alliance Partner, is contributing to the training of 
thousands of students and technicians from other Latin American coun- 
tries. The Presidents noted with pleasure that, in furthering the educa- 
tional development of the Hemisphere, the Benito Juarez-Abraham 
Lincoln scholarships were now in operation and that more than 80 
Hemisphere youth would benefit in 1967. 


With reference to the meeting of hemispheric presidents at Punta 
del Este, President Diaz Ordaz reaffirmed his conviction that the Latin 
| American common market will foster the economic and social develop- 
ment of the area in a more rapid and balanced manner, and that this is 
primarily an effort to be carried forward by the Latin American countries 
| themselves. For his part, President Johnson reiterated firm support for 
this promising Latin American initiative. 


Also with regard to the meeting at Punta del Este, the Presidents 
reiterated their conviction that individual and joint efforts of the Ameri- 
can states are essential in order to increase the income of the Latin 
American countries resulting from their traditional exports and to avoid 
frequent fluctuations in the prices of these commodities, as well as to pro- 
mote new exports. We agreed at Punta del Este to strengthen inter- 
governmental consultation in this field; we shall continue to do so. 


The Presidents were gratified at the steadily increasing levels of trade 
which make the United States the best customer of Mexico and Mexico 
the best market for products of the United States in Latin America. 
They noted that the United States-Mexico Joint Trade Committee 
continues to provide a forum for discussion of trade problems. They 
agreed on the importance to the developing countries of access to the 
world market for their exports. President Diaz Ordaz noted recent pro- 
posals in the United States Congress which, if adopted, would restrict 
entry into the United States of some products exported by Mexico. He 
expressed his Government’s concern regarding the adverse impact such 
restrictions would have on Mexico. President Johnson reiterated his desire 
for a continued high level of trade and stressed his opposition to protec- 
tionist restrictions. 











The two Chief Executives expressed their satisfaction on the signing 
of a Fishing Agreement which was effected today through an exchange 
of notes. Mexico and the United States uphold different points of view 
regarding the problem of the extent of territorial waters, but these differ- 
ences do not now exist with regard to fisheries jurisdiction. President 
Diaz Ordaz wished to underline his satisfaction that this problem has been 
resolved in accordance with the law recently passed by the Mexican Con- 
gress extending to twelve miles the exclusive fishing zone. In conformity 
with this law, United States fishing vessels will be able to continue through 
1972 traditional fishing in the zone between nine and twelve miles from 
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the Mexican coast which up to now has been open to all fishing vessels. 
The exclusive United States fishing zone will be opened to Mexican fish- 
ing vessels in the same way. The two Presidents were pleased to note that 
this agreement has put an end to a 30-year-old difference on fisheries 
jurisdiction. 

The Presidents commended the statesmen and negotiators whose 
vision and high sense of responsibility made it possible for the two Govern- 
ments to reach a settlement over the Chamizal. They remarked that a 
settlement of this nature, freely arrived at and fair to both countries, was 
all too exceptional in relations between neighboring countries. In their 
presence, the Secretary of State of the United States of America and the 
Secretary of External Relations of Mexico signed a document approving 
for their respective Governments, as of 12:01 a.m., October 28, Minute 
228 of the International Boundary and Water Commission demarcating 
the new boundary line between El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico, under the Chamizal settlement. In accordance with the Chamizal 
Convention of August 29, 1963, that new boundary line will become 
effective as of that moment. 


Tomorrow, October 28, the two Presidents will fly to El Paso and 
Ciudad Juarez and, at the invitation of President Diaz Ordaz, they will 
visit Ciudad Juarez for a ceremony at the Mexican memorial to the 
Chamizal settlement. 

As a result of their discussion the two Presidents agreed that further 
inquiry and action should be taken with respect to several important 
matters affecting both countries. These are set forth in a separate release 
entitled, Presidents’ Action Program. 


PRESIDENTS’ ACTION PROGRAM 


1. The Work of the International Boundary and 
Water Commission. They noted that since their visit in 
December 1966 to the Amistad Dam site on the Rio 
Grande, joint construction had advanced rapidly, and 
that the Commission can begin to store water before the 
flood season of 1968. They noted that recently the two 
Governments had approved a project for the relocation 
and channelization of the Tijuana River in the States of 
California and Baja California, and an expansion of the 
international sanitation plant for the two Nogales on the 
Arizona-Sonora border. They recalled President John- 
son’s meeting with President Lopez Mateos in February 
1964 at which time the Commission had been instructed 
to submit studies relating to any portions of land that 
might have become separated from the country to which 
they belonged, so that the Rio Grande could be made once 
again the boundary between the two countries from El 
Paso and Ciudad Juarez to the Gulf of Mexico. Upon 
being informed that the Commission is well advanced in 
the surveys needed and that the studies are underway 
with a view to their early completion, the Presidents 
agreed to ask the Commission to submit these studies, as 
completed, to the two Governments. They further in- 
structed the International Boundary and Water Commis- 
sion to complete as soon as practicable its studies of the 


recent record flood on the lower Rio Grande, and to 
recommend to the two Governments such modification 
of the international flood control project as may be neces- 
sary to control and contain floodwaters of this unexpected 
magnitude. 

2. U.S.-Mexico Commission for Border Development 
and Friendship. The Presidents discussed the work of the 
Commission which they had agreed to create in April, 
1966, to study cooperatively the improvement in the 
standard of living of communities along the border. The 
Presidents reviewed the minutes of the first joint meeting 
of the Commission in Mexico City on October 19-20 of 
this year in which the two Sections reviewed plans for 
beautification projects and increased tourism, joint city 
planning between adjoining cities, increased job oppor- 
tunities on both sides of the border, cultural centers open 
to nationals of both countries, health and vocational edu- 
cational facilities, and other programs which will permit 
the neighboring communities to work together to ac- 
celerate their progress. The Presidents instructed the two 
Sections of the Commission to give priority attention to 
a program of social and economic rehabilitation of the 
lower Rio Grande Valley. 

The two Presidents expressed common interest in con- 
sidering the establishment of parallel national parks on 
the international border. The first location to be con- 
sidered is the reservoir to be formed by the International 
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Amistad Dam being constructed jointly by the two Gov- 
ernments on the Rio Grande. The U.S.-Mexico Commis- 
sion for Border Development and Friendship will consider 
other potential locations, such as the Big Bend area of 
the Rio Grande. 

3. Cooperation in the Development of Water Re- 
sources. The Presidents spoke of the remarkable exchange 
of information on water resources management that took 
place at the Conference on Water for Peace held in 
Washington last May. They reiterated their intention to 
continue to keep pace with modern science and techniques 
in the collaboration between the two countries for the 
development of their respective water resources, President 
Diaz Ordaz remarked on the fact that this cooperation is 
exemplified in the Mexican project now under construc- 
tion utilizing United States technology for the desalting 
of ocean water for the city of Tijuana, Baja California. 
The two Presidents reviewed with satisfaction the progress 
report on the work of the United States-Mexican Study 
Group, under the auspices of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, which is investigating the feasibility of a 
joint nuclear project to desalt water of the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia for use in the States of Arizona and California in 
the United States and Sonora and Baja California in 
Mexico. The Presidents requested the Study Group to 
submit its recommendations to the two Governments by 
mid 1968. The Presidents spoke of the continued efforts 
of the two Governments to control salinity in the two great 
international rivers that their countries share. They re- 
affirmed the agreement reached by them on April 15 of 
last year concerning the need for prior consultation before 
either Government undertakes any projects that might 
adversely affect the other. 

4. Elimination of the Screwworm Fly. The Presidents 
agreed in principle that the present barrier in Northern 
Mexico to control and eventually eliminate the screw- 
worm fly should be extended to the narrow Isthmus of 
Tehauntepec. They proposed that an agreement be nego- 
tiated as soon as possible to implement this program which 
would materially benefit large areas in Mexico which are 
not now protected against this pest and would reduce the 
danger of its reappearance in the United States. 

5. Expansion of Cultural Exchange. To further extend 
the exchange of persons from all walks of life between the 
two countries, the Presidents agreed that a new cultural 
agreement should be negotiated. This would provide 
guidelines for the types of cultural interchange and foster 
continued understanding of and training in the two 
countries. They observed that in 1968 Mexico would 
host the nineteenth Olympiad and in that same year the 
HemisFair would take place in San Antonio, Texas, These 
types of events were viewed as important incentives to 
continued high levels of tourism, which permit the peo- 
ples of their two countries to maintain personal and 
friendly relations. 


6. Stability for Coffee Prices. To provide conditions of 
stability in the coffee trade at price levels both remunera- 
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tive to producers and fair to consumers and to obtain 
dependable income for coffee-producing countries, they 
agreed that the International Coffee Agreement should be 
extended with such amendments as may be required to 
improve enforcement procedures, to bring production into 
line with consumer requirements, and to ensure equitable 
trading conditions. 

7. Movement of Articles of Archeological Significance 
and Historical Value. The Presidents agreed to explore 
possible methods of controlling the unauthorized move- 
ment of articles of archeological significance and _his- 
torical value between their two countries. 


8. Control of Narcotics. The Presidents noted with 
satisfaction the continued cooperative efforts between the 
enforcement agencies of both countries in the field of con- 
trolling the international trafficking in narcotics and 
other dangerous drugs, and resolved to continue this 
cooperation. 


9. Border Trade. The two Presidents reaffirmed the 
decision to encourage expansion of legitimate border trade 
and instructed their respective Governments to conclude 
their studies as soon as possible so that further action may 
be initiated. 


Chamizal Convention 


Remarks of Secretary of State Dean Rusk Upon Signing 
the Act Concluding Legal Requirements for Relocation 
of United States-Mexican Boundary Under the 
Convention. October 27, 1967 


President Johnson, President Diaz Ordaz: 


It is a great personal privilege for me to have this 
chance to join with my colleague, Secretary Antonio 
Carrillo Flores, to approve a minute which will mark the 
final chapter in the settlement of the longstanding 
Chamizal dispute. 

The International Boundary and Water Commission 
has signed a minute demarcating the new boundary under 
the Chamizal Convention of 1963. This new boundary 
will involve the transfer to Mexico of some 437 acres net. 
After we have signed this approval—as of 12:01 tomor- 
row morning, mountain daylight time—those lands will 
be a part of Mexico. 

There may be some who think that the transfer of some 
400 acres is a small thing. But big things usually are made 
up of a lot of small things. In this instance, this act repre- 
sents imaginative and dedicated work by the officials of 
both Governments to find a solution, the understanding 
and good will of the citizens of El Paso, and the govern- 
ment and people of the State of Texas. It brings to an end 


a controversy which has disturbed our relations for a very 
long time. 
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Our two Presidents have been determined to work— 
week by week, and month by month—to resolve problems, 
such as they may exist, whether small or large, which 
stand in the way of intimate relations between our two 
countries. There have been many such actions. 

It is a great privilege for me to sign this approval of a 
minute on behalf of the United States. 

NOTE: Secretary Rusk spoke at 5:50 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. He and Mexican Secretary of Foreign Relations 


Antonio Carrillo Flores signed the minute with President Johnson 
and President Diaz Ordaz as witnesses. 


Mexican-American Conference 


The President’s Remarks to Delegates to the Conference 
in El Paso, Texas. October 28, 1967 


Mr. President and Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, Mr. Foreign Minis- 
ter and Mrs. Carrillo Flores, Governor Connally, distin- 
guished Members of the Senate and the House, distin- 
guished delegates to the United Nations, Dr. Garcia: 


I am here on a mission that fills me with a great deal of 
pride and with deep satisfaction. 

The Chamizal is now Mexican territory. The United 
States of America and the United States of Mexico have 
solved a political problem of more than 100 years’ 
standing. 

So the fiesta that you are enjoying serves a dual 
purpose : 

—first, to celebrate the Chamizal, and 

—second, to concentrate our attention on the achieve- 

ment, and the concerns, of America’s Mexican- 
American people. 


This is the first time, to my knowledge, that the Federal 
Government of the United States has sent five of its top 
Cabinet officers across the land in search for new ways to 
fulfill the fundamental hopes of Spanish-speaking Ameri- 
cans—hopes and yearnings that they have for good edu- 
cation for their children, good jobs for their workers, good 
wages, good health, and good housing. 

This is not much to ask, but we have a long way to 
go in order to get it. 

This is home country for me, as you know. 

When I talk with you about the problems and the 
potentials of the Mexican-American, I am talking about 
people I have known all of my life and care about deeply. 
These people are proud people. They are strong people. 
They are people who are older in history than the United 
States of American itself. 

What a change there has been in your lives—in all our 
lives—since I was a poor schoolteacher in a Mexican- 
American school at Cotulla, Texas, 40 years ago. Most 
people in Texas—Mexican-American included—then 
lived on the farm and made their living in the fields. 

Few Mexican-Americans had moved into better jobs, 
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where they could offer their families a few of the 
comforts of life. 

There has been a good deal of upward movement dur- 
ing these 40 years. It is encouraging, but it is not enough. 

Tens of thousands of Spanish-speaking Americans en- 
tered professional and technical occupations during this 
period. 

They became managers, executives, and proprietors. 

They worked as key employees in some of the great new 
industries of the Southwest. 

But for too many years your Government paid too little 
heed to both the status and the hopes of the Mexican- 
American community. 

For too many years Americans who were poor remained 
invisible. 

But in the 1960’s, we decided that an era of neglect 
must come to an end. 

And with the help of a great Congress, we wrote into 
law more measures to train, to educate, to heal, and to 
house more Americans than had ever been written in all 
of our history before. 

We were abused, criticized, and condemned, but we 
wrote into law two landmark civil rights acts to guarantee 
that no American would be deprived of opportunity by 
the prejudice of other Americans. 

We did all of this amidst a sea of controversy. That was 
to be expected. So far as I can determine, no President 
has ever done anything that is very worthwhile without 
controversy. 

And I would much rather be controversial than com- 
placent—or just critical. You will be hearing more about 
that in the days to come. 

The effort and the controversy, I think, have been 
worth it. For the first time, we had the tools to work with 
each minority in a way that met its particular needs—that 
provided help, without regimentation or conformity. 

For the Spanish-speaking citizen, there was a “New 
Focus on Opportunity.” 

He gained a powerful voice in the highest councils of 
government, the voice of a distinguished public servant 
who sits with the Cabinet committee and gives the Mexi- 
can-American community of our Nation able leader- 
ship—Vicente T. Ximenes. 

I am very pleased to observe, from the Baltimore Sun 
front page this morning, that the distinguished Dr. Hector 
Garcia, the first Mexican-American to ever sit as a dele- 
gate to the United Nations, sat in the United Nations 
yesterday and made a speech in Spanish to that great body. 

Yes, we have found programs that answered their 
special needs in language, education, and economic 
development. 

And those programs respected the rich and unique 
cultural traditions. 


In the last 4 years, your Government has trained tens 
of thousands of Mexican-Americans in the Rio Grande 
Valley and throughout the Southwest, for useful and 
rewarding jobs. 
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And we have reached down into the smallest town and 
the largest city to do this. 

And just as fundamental as jobs is education. 

In 4 years we have passed 36 landmark education bills. 
We have tripled the money invested in these programs 
from $4 billion to more than $12 billion in education in 
this country in the last 3 years. We are doing three times 
as much today as we were doing 3 years ago. 

These are not just statistics. They represent children 
that are being prepared to take part in America’s pros- 
perity and in America’s future. 

Let me tell you the story this afternoon of a young 
Mexican-American named Frank (Pancho) Mansera 
who came to visit me the other day in the White House. 

Pancho got off to a rough start in life. He was sickly. 
His parents were poor. When he came into the Head 
Start program, he could hardly talk or walk, even though 
he was 5 years old. 

But after medical treatment and the stimulus of people 
who cared about his education, Pancho moved ahead 
like the wind. He became cheerful. He was active, alert, 
healthier. He wanted to learn. He was a bright child. 
He just needed a chance. Head Start and the Government 
of the United States—through the Congress of the 
United States—gave him that start. And they are going 
to give other children that. We will be voting to give 
hundreds of thousands of other children that when we 
pass the poverty program—I hope in the next few days. 

There are more than 2 million Pancho Manseras who 
have gotten a new educational head start already. There 
are millions more who need to. 

And if I have my way, they will return to this country 
much more than they have received. 

We are moving forward to set up additional commu- 
nity health centers for needy families. 

In 41 different sections in our country now we have 
neighborhood health centers that we didn’t have just a 
few months ago. But we need more than 41. 

We are ready to launch other neighborhood health 
centers for San Luis, Colorado, and Taos County, New 
Mexico. It could help more than 7,000 Spanish-speaking 
citizens in a remote area that has only two doctors and 
has limited health facilities. 

So we are moving forward. Nobody knows better than 
you how far we have to go. 


Nobody can know, who has not experienced it, what 
it is like to be turned away at a personnel office because 
you have a strange accent. Nobody knows from the out- 
side what it is like to have your children stumbling over 
words in a schoolbook, because a teacher hasn’t taken the 
extra time to help them learn. Nobody can know, but 
those who have lived it, how a man wonders whether he 
will ever break free of the old cycle of just following the 
crops, and give his son a better chance. 


A lesser people might have despaired. A lesser people 
might have given up a long time ago. But your people 
didn’t give up. They believed. They believed they were 
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full-fledged citizens of the greatest nation on earth, even 
if others didn’t always treat them as such. 

It is a long way from the Cotulla schoolhouse to where 
I live now, but we have made progress and we are going 
to make more. 

Today their time has come. And with the help of their 
Government—but far more importantly, by their own 
hard work and with high good humor—they are entering 
into their rightful heritage as Americans. They are con- 
tributing to their country’s welfare here, and to their 
country’s security abroad. 

I can tell you that nothing I have seen since those days 
long ago when I left that classroom has given me greater 
happiness. 

I hope that in my time of leadership that I have helped 
to make some of it happen. I know that in the time that 
remains, I am going to do all that one man can do to make 
the promise of these years multiply among the Mexican- 
American people. And you can be certain of that. 

In the last 12 months, of the 129 nations in the world, 
the President of the United States has conferred with more 
than 80 of the heads of state. That is a record since the 
founding of this Government. 

And there is another record—in all of those more than 
80 meetings, none has been as pleasant, as successful, or as 
fruitful as the one just concluded with the distinguished 
leader of Mexico. 

And I want all of you to know his beautiful, gracious, 
enlightened wife, Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, the First Lady of 
Mexico. 

And Mrs. Johnson. 


The Senate had to adjourn today because we had the 
majority leader and most of the distinguished gentlemen 
on the plane—Senators coming down here with us. I 
would like to ask the Members of the Senate and the 
Members of the Congress, including all of our own delega- 
tion—Members of the House and Senator Yarborough— 
to please stand and take a hand. 


I want to ask our distinguished Governor to please 
stand and take a hand—Governor Connally. 

Now ladies and gentlemen, I want to present to you 
the great leader of a great people, a statesman, a man who 
understands the needs of not only his own people but the 
people of the world, a man who is providing international 
leadership—not only in this hemisphere, but throughout 
the world—because today in Afghanistan and Iran, in 
India and Pakistan, they are receiving the blessings of the 
laboratories that produced the Mexican wheat under the 
leadership of the great nation the President represents— 
the nation of Mexico. In the years to come, you will 
find—not only in this hemisphere, but throughout other 
lands—the mark of leadership of the Mexican people. 
And no one will be more responsible for that, no one will 
contribute more than His Excellency, the able, the cordial, 
the friendly good neighbor, Diaz Ordaz. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m., m.d.t., at the Hilton Motor 
Hotel, El Paso, Texas. 
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The Chamizal Ceremony at 
Juarez, Mexico 


The President’s Remarks at a Ceremony for the Signing 
of Proclamation Transferring Lands for the Realign- 
ment of the United States-Mexican Border. 

October 28, 1967 


Mr. President, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


For almost a century the word “Chamizal” stood for 
dispute and disagreement between the United States and 
Mexico. 

Even 13 years ago when I introduced a resolution in 
the United States Senate calling for a commission that 
could help us settle the question of the Chamizal, there 
seemed no way to bring the best efforts of both countries 
to bear in resolving it. My resolution got no further than 
the committee to. which it was referred. The Chamizal 
remained in dispute. 

Yet in the last 4 years, it has become—for both our 
peoples—an inspiring symbol of friendship and mutual 
respect. An old argument has ended. More importantly, a 
lasting bond has been forged between our two countries. 
This is a very proud achievement. 

Let this monument, and this place, stand as testimony 
to the world of what two nations, working together, can 
accomplish. 

Too many times the world has seen disputed bounda- 
ries changed through force. El Chamizal stands as a 
shining example of how such matters should be settled. 

For the last half century, each President of the United 
States has faced the moral issue of America’s commitment 
to the Chamizal Convention of 1910. In that treaty, we 
agreed that the decision of the arbitral commission “shall 
be final and conclusive upon both governments, and 
without appeal.” 

I do not propose to review all the legal history that 
has transpired since then. But I do want to say that I am 
very proud that the plain language of the Convention of 
1910 has become a reality today. 

On other occasions I have said that it is important to 
the peace of the world that both our friends and our 
enemies believe that we in the United States mean what 
we say. Here in El Chamizal we have honored our pledged 
word. And we will continue to honor all of our 
commitments. 


The great Mexican patriot, Benito Juarez, said: “Re- 
spect for the rights of others is peace.” That principle is 
the foundation stone of our hemispheric relations. 
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A generation ago, fascism threatened that principle. 
Today it is another doctrine. We see it at work in the 
subversion and the concealed aggression in Bolivia, Vene- 
zuela, and other countries. The challenge has confronted 
the American States with hard choices. And we know 
that the American States must stand together if we are 
to assure that the weak are protected, that might does 
not make right, that our peoples are to have the privilege 
of democratic choice. 

Our concern and our commitments are not always easy 
to uphold. But we cannot abandon them simply because 
the price is high or the going is rough. 

If Abraham Lincoln had done so, the United States, 
as we know it today, would not exist. 

If Benito Juarez had done so, Mexico would not be 
Mexico. 

But we have been true to our principles. Though we 
have followed our separate stars, we meet here today as 
two neighbors strong and prosperous, at peace with one 
another. 

This is the final act of a long drama. It is a fulfillment 
possible only to those who respect the rights of others, and 
so insure their own. 

That is the real message of El Chamizal. 

It has been our great privilege, and has brought us 
great happiness, in these last few days, to receive the very 
able President of Mexico and his gracious First Lady 
in our country. 

All the people they have seen they have made friends of. 

President Diaz Ordaz is not only a leader of Mexico— 
a leader of this hemisphere—but he is a leader of the 
world, and the works that he has done are being known 
throughout all of the countries of the world. 

More people will eat more food because of the en- 
lightened policies of the Government of Mexico under the 
leadership of the President of Mexico. 

On your farms, in your laboratories, you are produc- 
ing a wheat that is being copied in many nations of the 
world. 

It is a great privilege and an occasion of great happi- 
ness to me and Mrs. Johnson to be able to come here 
today and take part in this ceremony on behalf of the 
United States. We think we have no better friends in the 
world than the Mexican people, and we know that we are 
their friends. 


Long live the friendship of Mexico and the United 
States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m., m.d.t., at the Chamizal 
Monument at Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico. Following his remarks, 
President Diaz Ordaz spoke and the two Presidents signed the procla- 
mation of transfer. 
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THE CHAMIZAL DECLARATION 


Declaration of the Presidents of the United States and the United Mexican States. 
October 28, 1967 


At 12:01 this morning, the boundary between the United States 
and Mexico changed at El Paso and Ciudad Juarez. In accordance with 
the Convention of August 29, 1963, the area known as El Chamizal has 
been returned to the jurisdiction of Mexico. 

We thus lay to rest a century-old dispute. Reason, understanding, 
and good will have achieved a settlement of which both our peoples can 
be proud. This victory has been achieved while protecting our respective 
national interests, and assuring equity and justice for those whose lives 
and property were affected. 

The monument which the people of Mexico have already erected 
on this site will stand forever as a symbol of good will between our two 
nations—and as a sign to the world of what men can accomplish when 
they approach their differences in a spirit of compromise and mutual 
respect. 

From this great monument, we see the pass carved through the 
sierra by the Rio Grande. We recall the explorers who marched through 
this gateway and we look ahead to the progress and prosperity which 
the Chamizal Settlement will bring to future generations in these sister 
communities. 

A relocated Rio Grande means a new boundary; a new boundary 
means new bridges linking our two countries. Today we dedicate three 
such bridges. 


—Mindful of the history of El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, we name the 
bridge closest to the Sierra the “Paso del Norte Bridge.” It stands 
as a memorial to those who pioneered this area. 

—tThe bridge to the east joining our two countries, we name the 
“Bridge of the Americas”. It is a reminder that the cities stand 
upon a major route of travel and commerce between the United 
States and Mexico. 

—We name the bridge rising between the two the “Good Neighbor 
Bridge”’, in commemoration of the spirit uniting our nations. 


The new channel of the relocated Rio Grande running under these 
bridges we name the “President Adolfo Lopez Mateos channel’. 

May these links between our two countries, like the Chamizal itself, 
stand as testimony to the world of how good neighbors conduct their 
affairs. 


Done at Crupap JUAREZ, IN DUPLICATE, IN THE ENGLISH AND 
SPANISH LANGUAGES, THIS TWENTY-EIGHTH Day oF OcToser, 1967. 


For THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


For THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES: 
Gustavo D1az-OrDAz 


NOTE: The text of the declaration was released at E] Paso, Texas. 
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American Bar Association’s Special 
Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control 


The President’s Message to Leon Jaworski, Chairman 


of the Committee. October 30, 1967 


America’s lawyers have a special competence and re- 
sponsibility to provide leadership in upholding our Con- 
stitution and the rule of the law. Today many of our cities 
and communities are addressing themselves to a major 
problem—a mounting crime wave. 


Throughout our history law enforcement has been a 
local responsibility. It must remain so, for the concept of 
a centralized police force is repugnant to our national 
tradition. The challenge of crime and lawlcssness will be 
met when local authorities are supported by a concerned 
and understanding public and, in appropriate ways, by 
the Federal Government when they are unable tc cope 
with the problems themselves. 


As you know, I consider the war against crime one of 
the top priority concerns of my administration. The Safe 
Streets and Crime Control Act—now being considered 
by the Congress—would provide needed assistance to local 
communities to support their law enforcement efforts. 


I am encouraged to know that the American Bar Asso- . 


ciation is focusing on law enforcement as a primary area 
of its activity. Your eminent organization can spearhead 
a program of action through State and local bar associa- 
tions that can assist our States and cities in improving 
the administration of justice. For the frontlines in the 
war against crime are in the streets and alleys of the local 
communities across America. 


I commend and congratulate the American Bar Asso- 
ciation on its timely action. 


NOTE: The text of the telegraphed message was released at San 
Antonio, Texas. 


National Labor Relations Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate John H. 
Fanning to a Third Term on the Board. 
October 30, 1967 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate John H. Fanning of Rhode Island to a third 
term as a member of the National Labor Relations Board. 
Mr. Fanning was first appointed to the Board by 
President Eisenhower in 1957, and was reappointed by 
President Kennedy in 1962. His present term expires on 
December 16, 1967. If confirmed by the Senate to fill 
this $27,000 per year post, Mr. Fanning would serve for 
a 5-year term, expiring on December 16, 1972. 
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Prior to his appointment to the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, Mr. Fanning had completed many years of 
distinguished Federal service. Born in Putnam, Conn., 
on September 19, 1916, he attended Providence College 
where he received his A.B. degree in 1938. Following 
receipt of his LL.B. degree from the Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C., in 1941, he was asso- 
ciated for a brief period with the law firm of Corcoran 
and Mangan in Pawtucket, R.I. 

Mr. Fanning’s Federal career began when he joined 
the Office of the Solicitor in the Department of Labor 
as an attorney in 1942. In 1943, he was named Chief 
of the Domestic Labor Standards Section of the Army 
Service Forces’ Division of Industrial Personnel. In 1945, 
he became Chief of the Industrial Relations Branch of 
the Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Army, 
a position which he held until 1948. He then was assigned 
as Special Assistant to the Judge Advocate General of the 
Army with responsibilities for procurement matters. 

In 1951, Mr. Fanning became Director of the Office of 
Industrial Relations of the Department of Defense, and 
in 1955 was named Director of the Office of Domestic 
Programs, a post he held until appointed to the National 
Labor Relations Board. Mr. Fanning received two 
awards for his service with the Department of Defense: 
the Annual Career Award of the National Civil Service 
League in 1957 and the Department of Defense Meri- 
torious Civilian Service Medal in 1958. 

Mr. Fanning is admitted to the Rhode Island and U.S. 
Supreme Court Bars, and is a member of the Federal 
Bar Association. He has authored numerous articles in 
various law reviews and journals. He is quite active in 
alumni affairs of the colleges which he attended, serving 
as the national president of the Catholic University Law 
School Alumni Association from 1959 to 1962-and on 
the board of governors of the Providence College Alumni 
Association from 1961 to 1962. 

Mrs. Fanning is the former Eloise M. Cooney. The 
Fannings and their five children reside in the District of 
Columbia. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at San Antonio, Texas. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the Third Marine 
Division, Reinforced, Fleet Marine Force Pacific. 


October 31, 1967 


The White House today announced the award of the 
Presidential Unit Citation to the Third Marine Division, 
Reinforced, Fleet Marine Force Pacific, for extraordinary 
heroism in action against hostile forces in the five northern 
provinces of Vietnam, during the period March 8, 1965 to 
September 15, 1967. 

The division was cited for its outstanding performance 
of duty in successfully occupying and defending key ter- 
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rain around the Danang, Chu Lai, and Hue-Phue Bai 
areas while also carrying out intensive pacification pro- 
grams in areas already under its control. 


The Citation follows: 


“For extraordinary heroism and outstanding perform- 
ance of duty in action against the North Vietnamese 
Army Viet Cong forces in the Republic of Vietnam from 
8 March 1965 to 15 September 1967. Throughout this 
period, the Third Marine Division, (Reinforced) , operat- 
ing in the five northernmost provinces of the Republic of 
Vietnam, successfully executed its three-fold mission of 
occupying and defending key terrain, seeking out and 
destroying the enemy, and conducting an intensive pacifi- 
cation program. Operating in an area bordered by over 
200 miles of South China Sea coastline, the mountainous 
Laotian border and the Demilitarized Zone, the Third 
Marine Division (Reinforced) successfully executed 
eighty major combat operations, carrying the battle to 
the enemy, destroying many of his forces, and capturing 
thousands of tons of weapons and material. In addition to 
these major operations, more than 125,000 offensive 
counterguerrilla actions, ranging from squad patrols and 
ambushes to company-sized search and destroy operations, 
were conducted in both the coastal rice lands and the 
mountainous jungle inland. These bitterly contested ac- 
tions routed the enemy from his well-entrenched positions, 
denied him access to his source of food, restricted his 
freedom of movement, and removed his influence from 
the heavily populated areas. In numerous operations, the 
Third Marine Division (Reinforced) demonstrated the 
great efficacy of combined operations with units of the 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam. In July 1966, the Third 
Marine Division (Reinforced) moved to the north to 
counter major elements of the North Vietnamese Army 
moving across the Demilitarized Zone into the Province 
of Quang Tri; its units fought a series of savage battles 
against the enemy, repeatedly distinguishing themselves 
and, time and again, forcing the enemy to retreat back 
across the Demilitarized Zone. Imbued with an unrelent- 
ing combat spirit and initiative and undeterred by heavy 
hostile artillery and mortar fire, extremely difficult terrain, 
incessant heat and monsoon rains, the Third Marine Divi- 
sion (Reinforced), employing courageous ground, heli- 
borne and amphibious assaults, complemented by intense 
and accurate air, artillery and naval gunfire support, in- 
flicted great losses on the enemy and denied him the 
political and military victory he sought to achieve at any 
cost. The outstanding courage, resourcefulness and ag- 
gressive fighting spirit of the officers and men of the Third 
Marine Division (Reinforced) in battle after battle 
against a well-equipped and well-trained enemy, often 
numerically superior in strength, and the great humani- 
tarianism constantly shown to the peoples of the Republic 
of Vietnam, reflected great credit upon the Marine Corps 
and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Naval Service.” 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 7th Airborne Battalion, 
Airborne Division, Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam. October 31, 1967 


The President today announced the award of the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation to the 7th Airborne Battalion, Air- 
borne Division, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, for 
extraordinary heroism in action against hostile forces 
during the period February 14 to February 22, 1967, in 
Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

The battalion was cited for its heroic action against a 
full-scale, predawn attack by a North Vietnamese regi- 
ment which was encircled by a tri-nation operation, and 
was attempting to break out of this trap by concentrating 
its full force on the 7th Airborne Battalion in human-wave 
tactics. 


The Citation follows: 


“The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the PresENTIAL Unit CitaTIon to 


7TH AIRBORNE BATTALION 
AIRBORNE DIVISION 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION : 


For heroism in connection with military operations 
against North Vietnamese Army forces in Quang Ngai 
Province, during the period 14 February to 22 February 
1967. An enemy regiment, encircled by a tri-nation opera- 
tion, launched a full-scale, predawn attack against the 
7th Airborne Battalion on 19 February 1967, under 
weather conditions which prevented U.S. tactical air 
support. The 7th Airborne Battalion, in a matter of a 
few hours, was heavily engaged in repelling human-wave 
attacks from three sides in hand-to-hand combat. In spite 
of heavy casualties after a five hour battle, the gallant 
paratroopers continued to counterattack deeper and 
deeper into the attacking force, alternately returning to 
their lines, as weather conditions permitted elements of 
fighter aircraft to make passes, and using captured weap- 
ons in their defense. With over 200 enemy dead lying on 
the 7th Airborne Battalion perimeter, the attackers con- 
tinued to assault in an attempt to break through the hard- 
pressed Airborne lines. Following an emergency resupply 
by U.S. Marine Corps pilots, the South Vietnamese para- 
troopers successfully held their positions for another seven 
hours during determined enemy attacks. At the opportune 
time, the Airborne soldiers then valiantly counterattacked 
in three directions from their positions, routed the enemy, 
killed many of the fleeing members of the North Vietnam- 
ese Army regiment, and captured huge quantities of 
weapons and equipment. Their determination was clearly 
evident, as individual soldiers refused to give ground to 
the enemy, and noncommissioned Officers quickly took 
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command where necessary. The gallantry and fighting 
ability of the 7th Airborne Battalion in the face of excep- 
tionally strong enemy opposition, reflect great credit upon 
the Battalion and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. 


Reducing Federal Grant-in-Aid 
Processing ‘Time 


The President’s Memorandum U pon Receiving the 


Report of the Joint Administrative Task Force. 
October 31, 1967 


Memorandum for Honorable Robert C. Weaver, Secre- 
tary of Housing and Urban Development; Honorable 
W. Willard Wirtz, Secretary of Labor; Honorable John 
W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare; Honorable Sargent Shriver, Director, Office of 
Economic Opportunity 


Last May, I asked you to form a Task Force to dig 
deeply into the problem of unnecessary red tape in the 
Federal Government. It was clear to me that many Fed- 
eral agencies were taking much too long to process appli- 
cations filed by state and local governments. 

I directed the Task Force to find ways to reduce by at 
least 50 percent the time it takes to process applications 
for Federal programs in four major areas of inter-govern- 
mental cooperation—Model Cities, neighborhood cen- 
ters, manpower development, and water and sewer 
facilities. 

I have now read your report and I am pleased with 
your response. The joint administrative Task Force which 
you established has met the goal. 

As a result of your work, the Federal Government soon 
will be in a position to respond more quickly and effec- 
tively to local needs. 

We are all now aware that one of the major problems 
confronting Governors and Mayors is the amount of red 
tape involved in getting grant-in-aid projects processed 
by Federal agencies. 

Existing: procedures are often slow and cumbersome. 

They are ill adapted to major new programs, such as 
Model Cities, which require participation of two or more 
Federal agencies and include many individual programs. 

Red tape means higher costs, wasted motion and frus- 
tration for our states and cities. 

More important, delay can dash the hopes of many of 
our citizens in blighted ghettoes and slums who need 
help—and need it now. 

There is no way to make up for lost time to poor families 
without adequate housing, to the unemployed who need 
training to get a job, to those who need the social services 
which can be provided by a neighborhood center. 

I commend the work of the Task Force in identifying 
ways and means to streamline procedures. It shows what 
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can be accomplished when agencies work together toward 
a common goal. I truly believe this effort is an important 
step forward in inter-agency cooperation. 

I am pleased to note that your decisions will cut aver- 
age processing time for 42 programs by 51 percent, with 
individual program improvements ranging from 24 to 
72 percent. In one case, processing time would be cut 
from 376 to 139 working days, and in another case from 
247 to 70 days. 


I was also especially pleased to note that your recom- 
mendation called for 

—Increased delegation of decision-making authority 

to the field. 

—Elimination of unnecessary data requirements. 

—Reduction in the number of technical reviews in 

Washington. 

—Increased pre-application consultation among local, 

state and Federal officials. 

—Improved methods of scheduling and controlling ap- 

plications processing. 

These recommendations have my full support and ap- 
proval. But this is only a start. 

All Federal agencies must wage a relentless and con- 
tinuing war against red tape. 

First, each of you should institute steps now at all levels 
to carry through the processing improvements that you 
have approved. I want you to report to me, on or before 
December 31, 1967, that these new procedures, except in 
special circumstances, are fully operative. 

Second, the joint administrative Task Force that we 
have established will continue for the purpose of effecting 
comparable administrative improvements in all critical re- 
maining programs assigned to your departments. A report 
on this work should be made to me on or before March 31, 
1968. 

Third, I am directing all Departments and agencies 
with grant-in-aid programs involving state and local gov- 
ernments to undertake a comparable effort, applying the 
analytic techniques developed by the HUD-Labor-HEW- 
OEO group, and report back to me through the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget not later than March 31, 
1968. 

I urge our state and local partners to join with us by 
simplifying their own laws, rules and procedures so as to 
cut processing time at all levels of government to an 
absolute minimum. 

The needs of our people are urgent. I do not want a 
single unnecessary day of delay in delivering vital services 
under programs authorized and directed by the Congress. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


NOTE: The 19-page report is entitled “Reducing Federal Grant-in- 
Aid Processing Time—An Interagency Report to the President.” 
Members of the Joint Administrative Task Force are Dwight A. Ink 
of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Chairman; 
Donald F. Simpson of the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare; Leo R. Werts of the Department of Labor; and Robert C. 
Cassidy of the Office of Economic Opportunity. Guy W. Cham- 


berlin, Jr., of the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
is Staff Director. 
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Compulsory Retirement for Age 
Executive Order 11378. October 31, 1967 


EXEMPTION OF DaniEL J. QuiLt From CoMPULSORY 
RETIREMENT FOR AGE 


Wuereas Daniel J. Quill, Postmaster at San Antonio, 
Texas will, during the month of October 1967, become 
subject to compulsory retirement for age under the pro- 
visions of the Civil Service Retirement Law, unless ex- 
empted therefrom; and 

WHEREAS, in my judgment, the public interest re- 
quires that Mr. Quill be exempted from such compulsory 
retirement: 
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8335), I hereby exempt Daniel J. Quill from compulsory 
retirement for age for a period of three years. 

Except as the authority vested in the President by Title 
V of the law, is specifically exercised in this Order, nothing 
contained in this Order shall be deemed to limit or re- 
strict in any manner the exercise of such authority dele- 
gated to the Civil Service Commission by Section 2(c) of 
Executive Order No. 10530 of May 10, 1954, as amended 
by Executive Order No. 10682 of October 22, 1956. 


Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
The White House 


October 31, 1967 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:03 p.m., 


November 1, 1967] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11378 was not made public in the form of 
a White House press release. 


Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of and pursuant to the au- 
thority vested in me by Title V, 80 Stat. 571 (5 U.S.C. 





VISIT OF KING MAHENDRA OF NEPAL 


Remarks of President Johnson and His Majesty Mahendra Bir Bikram 
Shah Deva at the Welcoming Ceremony. November 1, 1967 


THE PresweNtT. Your Majesties, Your Royal Highness, Your Excel- 
lencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


It has been said that the history of Nepal is the story of her Kings. 
Far back in that history, one ruler declared that “this throne of Nepal 


is a fort.”” And so the kingdom stood locked for centuries, a remote moun- 
tain fastness at the roof of the world. 


It was only yesterday that another King unlocked the fortress from 
within. The gates of Nepal are guarded still—but they are now open to 
all who come and go in friendship and in peace. Our guest today has come 
through them in that spirit. We are proud to welcome him as the monarch 
who has found new keys to his kingdom. With them he has admitted all 
the world to a treasure house of beauty and wisdom. And he has equally 
thrown wide the doors of opportunity for all of his people. 

It is a new Nepal he sees and seeks to build. We Americans share his 
vision and we share his hopes. We know it is hard for a nation to be torn 
from the cocoon of the past—to be catapulted forward, almost overnight, 
into the 20th century. But we also know, from 15 years of partnership and 
progress, that the people of Nepal will triumph in their struggle. 


They will modernize. They will harness the disruptive forces of 
change to orderly and constructive purpose. They will develop their social 
and economic institutions, so that all may know security and find fulfill- 
ment in a richer life. They will strengthen the instruments of law and 
government demanded by the needs of a modern society. They will find 
stability in the unity that their monarch inspires. 


Your Majesty, we are confident that you will turn transition into 
triumph. Your leadership has already won large blessings for all of your 
people. We want you and your people to know that your fortunes are our 
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fortunes, that your future is our future—that we are happy to offer you 
the hand of friendship and the hand of partnership as you continue on 
with your advance. 

That advance does not end at your own borders. Nepal has carried 
its good influence and example into the great forums of the world. You 
help all nations to advance by making clear what you cherish most—and 
want most to see all men cherish: 


—the sovereignty of peoples 
—the independence of States 
—man’s right to live at peace 


—mans’ duty to cooperate for peace. 


These principles, Your Majesty, unite our two peoples. They bind 
our common efforts in the United Nations, in the Asian Development 
Bank, and in the Colombo Plan. They bridge the vast distance between 
our lands. They make us brothers instead of strangers. 


Weare glad of that, Your Majesty. We are grateful to recall that your 
Kingdom is the birthplace of Buddha, the Prince of Peace. His spirit is 
stronger now. His teachings are more widely felt. Because Nepal is no 
longer a locked fortress. Instead, it is a window through which all the 
world can look to learn the truth: 


““Man’s fortress is his faith in man. 
He will inherit his kingdom when he 
builds it of his trust and governs it 
with his heart.” 


Your Majesty. 


Kinc MAHENpDRA. Mr. President, Mrs. Johnson, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


I am deeply grateful for the sentiments of hospitality and America’s 
interest in the prosperity of Nepal just expressed by Your Excellency. 

This, President Johnson, has revived for us the happy memories of 
the opportunity which we have had of seeing your great country about 
seven years ago. 

We are thankful to Your Excellency for the second opportunity to 
come to your vast country today on Your Excellency’s kind invitation. 

We are all very glad to convey to you the greetings and best wishes 
of Nepal and her people, nestling on the lap of the Himalayas, for the 
happiness and prosperity of the people of the United States of America. 

We think that on this occasion we shall have the chance to explain 
Nepal’s outlook and economic problems to Your Excellency personally 
as well as to know America’s outlook. 

Let me again, on behalf of my entourage and myself, express our 
sincere thanks to Your Excellency for the hospitality extended to us. 


Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White 
House, where His Majesty King Mahendra was given a formal welcome with full 
military honors. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
NOVEMBER 1, 1967 


THE PreEsIDENT’S REVIEW OF THE CABINET MEETING 


THE PRESIDENT. There were two or three developments in our Cabinet 
meeting that I thought you might be interested in. I will review with you 
briefly and will ask the staff, including Mr. Alexander and Mr. McPher- 
son who reviewed them with us, to go into them in some detail. They will 
take any questions and explain any gaps that may occur to you after I 
have finished. 


IMPACT OF ECONOMIC PROGRESS 


First of all, we have just entered our 81st month of prosperity. We 
had Gardner Ackley evaluate other periods in our history and the average 
periods of economic progress that have taken place. 

Then we asked each Cabinet member to give us his view and to give 
consideration to what this economic progress had meant in his jurisdic- 
tion. From Secretary Gardner, a sample of what this progress had meant 
to the health of this country, to the education of its children, the social 
security of its people, to the pollution problem, and to the other matters 
that may come under the jurisdiction of HEW; what it had meant to the 
Labor Department, the people employed, the children and so forth; what 
it had meant to the State Department in our program for underdeveloped 
countries, and so forth. 

They have a general view and general statements, but they presently 
are examining what it has meant to each of them—Secretary Trowbridge 
in business—what it has meant to the American corporation and to the 
American businessman. Secretary Udall in conservation, Secretary 
Weaver in Housing and Urban Development, and so forth. 


REPORT ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF NEGROES IN THE UNITED 
STATES 


Second, we had a very excellent presentation on the report of a group 
I had asked to study the social and economic conditions of Negroes in the 
United States. Following through on our national conference at El Paso, 
which you had a brief glance at—those of you who were with us—we will 
ask them to make a study of the Mexican-American and report to the 
Cabinet at an appropriate time on the social and economic conditions of 
people of Mexican extraction in this country. 

I asked two Government agencies to draw together the latest, most 
relevant data concerning the social and economic conditions of the Negro 
in America—the bad with the good, the disappointing with the encour- 
aging. They placed it in a simple format that can be understood. The staff 
will give you the charts and review. 

The study was prepared by the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the 
Census Bureau. I am hopeful all Americans can give serious study to it 
and make some contributions because I think probably our number one 
domestic problem is our urban problem, our city problem, the fact that 
Negroes and whites have left the rural areas and gone to the cities. There 
we have the problem of finding jobs, training, education, hospitals, and 
housing for these people. 
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We are doing our best to encourage and accelerate our efforts on every 
front toward finding the best solutions. We have had some 


disappointments. 


CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON URBAN PROGRAMS 


Weare greatly distressed at the action the Congress took in the model 
cities program. The program was a very small beginning but it will nec- 
essarily be smaller now. But it is a beginning. 

We very much regret that the Congress saw fit to cut the rent sup- 
plements from $40 million to $10 million.That would have taken care of 
housing for many thousands of people. But the Congress did not see it 
that way. They did leave us $10 million. 


Ten million dollars is not as good as $40 million, but it is better than 


nothing. 


I think you will be interested in this presentation. 


I will be glad to take your questions on these subjects or on any other 
subjects that you may want to take, subject only to your time limitation. 


QUESTIONS 
POSSIBILITY OF TAX INCREASE 


Q. Mr. President, what is your view of the likelihood 
of now getting a tax increase through the Congress? 

Tue Preswent. The final decision will have to come 
from the Ways and Means Committee. We very much 
want it. We think it is very necessary in the national in- 
terest. We think that it will cost the American people 
much less by taking the tax route that we have suggested 
than by taking the inaction route that is now being 
followed. 


As to prophesying or predicting what the Ways and 
Means Committee will do, even what the House will do— 
when and if they act, I cannot be very accurate with you. 
All I can say is what we feel very strongly. We have in- 
formed the leadership and the Congress and the commit- 
tees of both Houses of both parties. I would be less than 
frank if I didn’t tell you that we are disappointed at the 
results obtained thus far. 


We will just continue to do the best we can here to 
persuade the Congress to take this action that we think is 
very essential to avoid inflation, to keep our interest rates 
down that are galloping every day, and to maintain a 
semblance of paying part of our bills as we go along. 

We think our economy not only can stand it, but we 
think it requires that we be responsible and that we take 
some action along the lines we have suggested. 

We are glad to see that there are Members that think 
we should have a tax bill. We are glad that the business- 
men, generally, and labor, generally, and people experi- 
enced in this field, like the leading economists, believe that 
a tax bill now is in the best interest of the country. 

As to whether Congress will act this session or not, you 
will have to wait and see. 


PENDING LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, with Congress talking of adjourn- 
ing the end of this month, it would appear obvious that 
all the legislation that you have recommended cannot be 
passed. Have you given the congressional leadership any 
kind of a priority designation? 

Tue Presment. None, Bob. We never do. 

Now, the press this morning called these measures 
“must bills” and that is your credibility, not ours. You call 
them priority bills. 

I have gone through this for about 35 years. About this 
time every session, you get into that. 

We had a routine meeting yesterday that we have gen- 
erally every Monday. We made that public in San An- 
tonio. The leaders came in. We took up first the bills that 
had passed the House that were pending in the Senate. 
Not “must bills.” Not priority bills. Not bills that had to 
be passed or even ought to be passed, but bills that had 
passed one body that had not been passed in the other. 
We asked for their status, and we ran through those. They 
ran about 20, I believe, maybe 21. 

Then we turned from the Senate, from Senator Mans- 
field sitting here, to the House Speaker McCormack and 
said: “Now let us see the bills that have passed the Sen- 
ate before the House acted.” 

We took about 20 that had passed the Senate. That 
did not mean 40. It may be military construction appro- 
priations, for example, that had passed the House now on 
the Senate’s list and both finally would pass it. It would 
be one bill instead of two. 


So we went through 20 on each side and got the status 
of them. Some of the hearings are being held, some re- 
ported, some on the calendar, and some seeking a rule. 
We reviewed them, That is all. 
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We did not talk about adjournment. We did not talk 
about “This must come ahead of this.” 

We said military construction has passed the House 
and is in the Senate. The Senate leader said, “We are 
doing so-and-so about it.” 

Then we looked at truth-in-lending that had passed 
the Senate and was in the House. They said, “That is in 
committee.” 

We did that to the tune of about 20 on each side. We 
had no news. We made no news. We left. Some of the 
leaders said the UPI had told them they were going to call 
them when the meeting was over, and if they did, they 
were going to say just what happened. We considered the 
20 bills that had passed the House and were in the Senate. 

Some won't get out of the Senate. Some won’t get out 
of the committee. Most of them, we think, will pass— 
particularly the appropriations bills. Then we considered 
those in the House. That was all. 


INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, from your conversations with your 
study groups and Mr. Ackley, can you foresee a period in 
this country’s history where there will not be inflation that 
is more or less a way of life? 


Tue Presipent. We did not approach it from that 
standpoint at all yesterday, Smitty. I did not get out my 
crystal ball. 

Q. I was thinking of the fact that it has continued with- 
out a break since World War II and wondered if by a 
combination of government measures you think this could 
be reversed? 


THE PReEsIwenT. I said we did not go into that with 
them. 


EFFECT OF THE PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS 


Q. Secretary Rusk said the other day that Hanoi had 
been encouraged by the recent peace demonstrations, I 
wonder, sir, if you could give us your assessment of what 
damage you think has been done to the American cause 
by the peace demonstrations? 


THE PresivEnT. I would prefer not to be negative. I 
would hope that every person who has a plan, a program, 
or observation in connection with the war that our young 
men are fighting out there would engage in some intro- 
spection and ask himself whether what he is about to say is 
going to make a contribution to solving the problem be- 
fore he speaks. 


If, in his judgment, it does, then he has that oppor- 
tunity and that right. 

So far as I am aware, there have been no great, unex- 
pected developments that have flowed from the various 
Suggestions and programs that have come from people on 
the outside who have busily engaged in finding out what is 
wrong. 

I meet with Congressmen and Senators every day. I 
read every morning their statements. 
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We give consideration to them. But in considering them 
I must always bear in mind that most of those people— 
not even the intellectuals or the editorial writers or the 
columnists, pro or con, have had the benefit of the hun- 
dreds of cables that come from 110 countries, or from the 
men in charge, or men who really have the responsibility 
for the planning and execution of some of the most intri- 
cate, detailed, dangerous, and comprehensive steps that 
we have ever taken. 

So while we want to be reasonable, keep an open mind, 
and take any suggestion that is designed to help—and 
will—I could not honestly tell you that the various plans, 
programs, phrases, and key words that they use—like 
“snow” and “phony” and the headline-hunting phrases— 
I don’t think they have really helped our Marines a whole 
lot up there on the DMZ. 

I can’t see that they have made any great contribution 
to solving the problem that we all are so earnestly seek- 
ing to solve. 

I don’t want to be critical of anyone. I think, though, 
that if the American public could read Hanoi’s cables and 
statements and could see their reaction to some of the 
things that are being said in the country, that they would 
agree with me that all their private proposals and state- 
ments have not contributed a great deal to the solution 
that we so eagerly seek. 

Q. Who are Hanoi’s cables to, Mr. President? 

Tue PresivenT. They are statements to people in this 
country. They are statements to people in other countries. 
They are statements on their radio. They are statements 
in their press. They are statements in their propaganda. 
I use cables symbolically of what their expressions or 
statements are. I will substitute the word expression for 
you—or their statements—f it is better. 


ASSESSMENT OF VIETNAM SITUATION 


Q. Mr. President, sir, do you see any lessening of their 
determination to go on fighting? 

Tue Present. I would not want to make a predic- 
tion as to their condition now. I have my views on it, but 
they involve a certain amount of speculation and judg- 
ments that I am making, so I couldn’t underwrite and 
guarantee. 

I would not want to pay the price of stating it and then 
back up later and say I misled you somewhere or made 
a mistake. 

Q. Are you optimistic, sir? 

Tue Present. Yes. I believe that we are making 
progress. I believe that we are doing what we ought to do. 
I think we are going to continue doing what we ought to 
do. I think that it is going to be exacting, difficult, and 
going to require the best that is in all of us—but not nearly 
as much from us as it is from the men fighting out there. 

If we can manifest on the home front the same cour- 
age, the same stability, and the same good judgment they 
are manifesting out there, I have not the slightest doubt 
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that we will find the solution—and find it much earlier 
united than we will divided. 


U.S. POLICY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Q. Mr. President, sir, one of the main points in the 
domestic arguments about the policy of the war has been 
the fact that in 1964, when you were campaigning, you 
spoke of not wishing to send American boys to fight a war 
that Asian boys should fight. Then a year later, the Gov- 
ernment did that. I wonder if you could give us your think- 
ing on the change in policy? 

Tue Presment. There has not been a change of 
policy. You have quoted one sentence in a speech that 
contained many sentences and many paragraphs, We al- 
ways have said—and we repeat now—that we do not want 
American boys to do the fighting that South Vietnamese 
boys ought to do or that Asian boys ought to do. 

We are asking them all to do all they can. But that did 
not imply then and does not imply now that we would 
not do what we needed to do to deter aggression. 

As a matter of fact, before that statement was made, 
we began discussing at this table in May of that year the 
desirability of asking the Congress to join with us in 
deterring aggression. 

In presenting that resolution to Congress, we made clear 
to Congress some of the things that I would ask you not 
to overlook now; namely, that we had a vital security 
interest in Southeast Asia; that Asian security was 
important to our own American security. 

Second, we intended to comply with what we believed 
to be our commitments under the SEATO Treaty signed 
by Senator Mansfield and others at Manila in September 
1954. 

Finally, that we asked the Congress not only to approve 
what we had already done in resisting aggression in the 
Tonkin Gulf, and elsewhere in that area, but to also au- 
thorize us to take whatever steps necessary to deter further 
aggression. 

URBAN PROBLEMS 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke of the urban problem as 
being our number one domestic problem. I would like to 
ask you a sort of double-barreled question. 

Tue PRresIvENT. I would say urban with all the other 
things related to it—jobs, housing, ghettos, etc.— 
included. 

Do you understand what I mean by that? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

Do you think now, sir, that that will be an issue in the 
next year’s political campaign? 

THE Preswent. I can’t tell what will be an issue. I 
am not thinking about what is going to happen in next 
year’s campaign now. I am thinking about what we have 
to do right now—as quickly as we can. 

If you are asking me whether it is a Democratic Party 
matter or whether it is a political matter, I do not think it 
ought to be. I would hope that most Democrats and a sub- 
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stantial number of Republicans would signify by their 
votes that they are willing to pay the price necessary to 
meet this problem. 

I have been, as I said before today, disappointed at the 
vote on the model cities in the House. We talk about urban 
coalition, but when we call the roll on the floor, we find 
that the only coalition is the one that is against us on the 
cities problem. 

We talk about the great need for housing, but when we 
ask for $40 million for rent supplements out of almost a 
$145 billion budget expenditure this year, we get it cut by 
$30 million. We have over 100 cities in the model cities 
program and we had our authorizing legislation cut in 
half. Then we ask for only half of what had been 
authorized, 

We had $600 million of really the $900 million. Then 
we got only about half of the $600 million we asked for. 
That is not the way to meet the problem. It is going to be 
slow, painful, and costly. I would hope the American peo- 
ple would support the leadership that urges the Congress 
to take action in these fields: model cities, urban renewal, 
rent supplements, Turnkey housing, etc. 

I am very pleased at what has been done by private in- 
dustry. I saw yesterday, as a result of our meeting with the 
insurance people—the billion dollars they pledged—that 
the mayor of New York announced that part of that money 
that was pledged is now going to the insured housing for 
a big New York project. I am pleased that private in- 
dustry has responded the way it has. 

I am disappointed that the Congress has made the seri- 
ous, drastic reduction it has in these already inadequate 
programs. 

THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, with the new government estab- 
lished in Saigon, do you think it would be useful or helpful 
or constructive if they could negotiate directly with the 
NLF? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t think it would be helpful for 
me to tell you to tell them what they ought to do. These 
people in South Vietnam have had five elections in a pe- 
riod of a little over 3 months, 

We hope and we pray that as a result of this last election 
they will have a government that will be close to the peo- 
ple, that will provide good leadership and clean leader- 
ship, free of corruption, with a maximum of efficiency, 
and will get rid of incompetence wherever it appeared and 
corruption wherever it appeared. 

We will have to see how these things develop as the 
government progresses. 

This is their government selected by their people. We 
have made, I think, according to even our most embittered 
critics, a rather substantial political progress in the last 
13 months. 


I would ask all of you to remember that it took us 13 
years to go from 1776 to 1789 when we finally got our 
own Constitution. They have come a long way from the 
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time we met in Honolulu to the time they elected their 
President in something over 13 months. That is what we 
did in 13 years. 

They selected a Constituent Assembly. They drafted 
their Constitution. They ratified their Constitution. They 
elected the Senate. They elected the House. They elected 
the President and the Vice President. 

Their elected leaders, in their judgment and in their 
wisdom, are there every day, Mr. Kilpatrick, trying to 
make progress and move forward. 

A good many of the Vietnamese lost their brothers 
when they were trying to vote in one of these five elections. 
A great many people were killed. They died trying to vote. 

Some were almost killed yesterday during the inaugura- 
tion there—trying to get a President sworn in. That action 
ought to revolt the civilized world. I do not know why 
people do not get worked up when they go to lobbing 
mortar shells into the city where the President is being 
inaugurated. 

But I think what they do is a matter for them to decide. 
Of course, we have our hopes and our desires. 

I will be talking to Ambassador Bunker before very 
long. He will be coming here, I hope, before Ambassador 
Laise leaves. I will talk to him and get his judgments, I 
am sure if his counsel is sought it will be available. 

Pardon me for including you out of this deal, but I am 
sure that he will respond when desirable. 


THE STOCK MARKET AND THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, you talked about 81 months of stable 
economy. Yet the stock market appears very unstable. It 
has been going down for some days and it went down 13 
points today. Does this suggest a loss of investor confidence 
in the economy? 

Tue Present. First, I want to correct you before 
you get a credibility charge. I didn’t say anything about 
a stable economy. I spoke of a prosperous economy. 

The stock market goes up and it goes down, Last month 
they were talking about it going up and breaking 900 and 
this month it goes down. 

I do think in fairness to your question our people are 
concerned and that concern may be reflected in the 
market. They do not know today what to expect from the 
Congress now or in the future so far as taxes are concerned. 

I think when you have an uncertain future, you have 
uncertain markets and you have uncertain stock prices. 
Some of this uncertainty is being reflected in the market. 
I think it is being reflected in the bond market and in the 
interest rates, I think you are paying every day—more 
than you know, right this moment—for the inaction that 
is taking place and for the refusal of our people to stand 
up and take the action that responsibility requires. 

At first, we said there were some doubters. Not many. 
I thought the tax testimony was overwhelming. I don’t 
know of many bills where the testimony has been so over- 
whelming and so compelling as I viewed it. 

But the first question was, “Well, we don’t believe the 
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economy can stand it.’”’ Do you remember that? That was 
back a good many months—after we submitted it in Jan- 
uary. And that went on to August, and nothing was done 
about it. 

Then the first days of the hearings in August it was re- 
peated in the testimony, if I am not mistaken—the doubt 
that the economy could stand a tax bill then. 

Then they got off that line for a while and the question 
then became, “Couldn’t we cut appropriations?” We 
pointed out, “The appropriations are there to be cut. Just 
call the roll. We have made our recommendation. We will 
be glad to have you make yours. We will give yours as 
much consideration as you have given ours. We will try 
to meet you halfway. We will try to be reasonable.” 

Then the question was, “Will you cut them before we 
send them to you?” 

We think we made clear to all of them that if the House 
passed a bill of $4 billion and the Senate passed a bill of 
$6 billion, and the bill was in conference, we didn’t know 
whether we could cut $4 billion or $5 billion or $6 billion. 

We would have to see what we could cut, depending 
on the bill to be cut. So now I think that has been made 
clear. 

Then we got into the programs business. “We ought 
to look at the programs down the line to see if we could 
reduce or curtail or cut some of them back by several 
billions.” 

We have no objection to that. Congress can do that in 
every hearing. They look at programs—the committee that 
has jurisdiction can revise, repeal, or abolish any program 
they want abolished or cut, if the Congress sees fit. 

I am not adverse to setting up a task force to study the 
programs. I am not adverse to having Congress’ new 
judgment on appropriations. 

I think they will cut $4 or $5 billion out of the appro- 
priations that we have recommended this year. I will sign 
those bills they send me, although I think some of them are 
close ones, 

In the first instance, can the economy stand it? In the 
second, shouldn’t we cut appropriations? Third, should 
we cut the programs? 

Now we are doing nothing. We are at a standstill. I 
would very much hope that the Congress could say, “Well, 
now, we want to cut appropriations so much—$5 billion, 
$6 billion, or $7 billion.’’ Whatever their judgment is. 
“And we are willing to give you $4 billion, or $5 billion, 
or $6 billion taxes.”” Whatever they are willing to do. 

We will study the programs in the future and we will 
have a meeting of the minds. I think it is important to do 
this as soon as possible. Every day we are losing revenue. 
It costs us every day in increased prices and in increased 
uncertainty and greatly in increased interest. 

It may have some bearing on the stocks that you are 
talking about. 

Q. To follow that up, is it fair to say then you believe 
part of the reason for the downslide on the market is con- 
gressional inaction on the tax bill? 
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Tue Present. No, I am not saying that. If you want 
to, you say that. If you don’t know what I said, I hope 
you will read it. I didn’t say that at all. 

My job, as I have said to my press friends so many 
times, is to prevent a fight, not to provoke one. You have 
a different responsibility. I respect your position on the 
matter. I recognize it and I feel it. 


VIETNAM POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, again, pressure is building up in the 
country and around the world to have another bombing 
pause. Will you discuss with us the pros and cons of that 
situation? 

THE Preswent. No. I don’t think there is anything 
that I can contribute that would be helpful. We are doing 
what we believe and what we know to the best of our 
knowledge to be the right and proper thing to do. And 
we are going to continue to do what we believe is right. 

I would admonish and caution all of you to avoid 
irresponsibility and quit grabbing out of the air these 
speculative future ventures about which we know very 
little and about which the folks that apparently are 
guessing for you know nothing. 

Q. Mr. President, in that same vein, do you think that 
you, personally, can help to alleviate some of the uncer- 
tainty in the country over Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am doing my best to do that every 
day. I tried my best in San Antonio when I said to the 
American people on the televised networks—some live and 
some a little later that night delayed—-and through all of 
the press, that we would go the last mile. 

We were willing to, at that moment, stop our bombing 
and enter into prompt and productive discussions, as- 
suming they would not take advantage of it. They have 
not given us any affirmative response to this point. 

We will continue willing to negotiate now, to stop the 
bombing now, if they will talk promptly, productively, 
and not take advantage of us. 

But the problem is not here with your country or with 
your Government or with your soldiers. The problem is 
with the Communist enemy who insists on continuing the 
course that places us in Vietnam and that will keep us 
there until they decide might does not make right, and 
they cannot gobble up weaker people because they are 
stronger. 

We are going to stand for limited objectives. We are 
going to try to keep from widening the war. We are going 
to try to deter aggression and to permit self-determination 
in South Vietnam. 

And when that is done, we are going to be content. We 
do not want bases, domination, colonization. We do not 
practice colonialism. 

We seek to do nothing except keep our commitments— 
try to help innocent people who want the right to live ac- 
cording to their own self-determination, 
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CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON ADMINISTRATION PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, in a general way, could you de- 
scribe how you feel about how administration programs 
are going in Congress and what you think the final score 
might look like? 

THE Preswent. They are not going as well as we 
would like. They are going better than most people would 
expect from the domestic standpoint when you look at the 
47 new Republicans elected last November. Most of the 
47 Democrats that supported measures like model cities 
were replaced. A good many of them supported most ele- 
ments of the Democratic platform. They have been re- 
placed by 47 Republicans—a good many of whom oppose 
these bills. 

This is only the first half of this Congress. The next half 
will begin next January. I do not know when the first 
half will be over, when the bell will ring. I hope it will not 
be until we have faced up to some of the compelling and 
immediate decisions that confront us. 

I do not recall precisely, but I believe that counting 
investment credit, tax bill, the draft, the consular treaty, 
and other matters of that nature—including some minor 
bills and treaties—that we have passed 76 measures. 

We started out scheduling something over a hundred. 
I do not remember how many over a hundred. But I be- 
lieve 76 of them have been finalized. Some of them are 
very minor. I emphasize “minor.’”” We do not want to 
overstate the case. 

There are some 20 measures that have passed the House 
that we know the Senate is considering. Some of those 
will be passed. About 20 have passed the Senate. Some 
will be considered by the House. 

When you add what we expect the House to pass that 
the Senate has acted upon and what we expect the Senate 
to pass that the House has acted upon, that number will 
move up some. How much, I do not know. 

But for the first half, I believe it will be a credible one. 
It will not be 90 percent as it has been in some sessions. 
But if you compare it to almost any other single session, 
you can form your judgment. I will leave that up to your 
opinion. 

I looked at what we passed in 1935. I looked at the 
first hundred days in the New Deal. I looked at the first 
3 years of the Kennedy-Johnson administration, and I 
have reviewed the last 3 years of the Johnson-Humphrey 
administration. 

While this session is not as good as the last Congress, 
this session, I think will stand reasonably well compared 
to the previous Congresses. That is a matter of judgment 
you can make by reviewing it all. 

I am sure before we go home that if you desire we will 
review all of the achievements, accomplishments, and 
failures, 

Reporter. Thank you very much, sir. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and thirteenth news con- 
ference was held in the Cabinet Room at the White House at 
4:25 p.m. on Wednesday, November 1, 1967. 


As printed above, this item follows the text released by the White 
House. 
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Visit of King Mahendra of Nepal 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Johnson and 
King Mahendra at a Dinner Honoring His Majesty the 
King. November 1, 1967 


THE Preswent. Your Majesties, Your Royal Highness, 
Mr. Secretary, Ambassador and Mrs. Goldberg, distin- 
guished guests, my friends, ladies and gentlemen: 


Your country, sir, has a romantic reputation, It is con- 
firmed by an unusual bond between our two nations. 

We have today diplomatic relations, I believe, with 
110 other nations. But only your country, Your Majesty, 
in effect, has two American Ambassadors. 

Our official representative is the charming and talented 
Carol Laise. She loves Nepal. 


Our unofficial representative is Ellsworth Bunker, a 
very wise and skillful man who served earlier as our Am- 
bassador to you. He also loves Nepal. 

Ambassador Laise and Ambassador Bunker were mar- 
ried this year in your capital. Their union is our good 
fortune—and yours—and theirs. 

It is also a union that is unique in the diplomatic history 
of America. And our State Department has not been 
the same since. 


I understand, confidentially, that Secretary Katzenbach 
has had now to take on extra duties—as Department 
Marriage Counselor. 


And Secretary Rusk has had some interesting pro- 
posals, too—though none of them has yet come from 
Hanoi. 


If we pay you double tribute, Your Majesty, with the 
services of two outstanding Americans—you more than 
acknowledge and repay us with your friendship and 
example. 

Every American finds inspiration in the new spirit of 
your country—and in your people’s timeless devotion to 
independence and to pursuing peace. 

Yours is a romantic country, yes. But you touch our 
hearts in new ways today. You are a nation launched on 
the romance of modernization—of man filled with the 
love of life and challenge—of men raising up, of men 
pushing forward, of men reaching out for new decency 
and greater dignity. 

Your leadership, sir, has been the spark to that awaken- 
ing. Your vision has seen that independence is but the 
gateway to security. Men must first and always be secure 
from their true enemies—the ancient enemies of all of 
us—ignorance, hunger, disease, and fear. 


Sir, you have determined to drive them out of your 
Kingdom, You are already succeeding. You will know 
final success, because your children will know better how 
to meet the challenges that come to them. 


In 1951, you had only 321 primary schools in all of 
your nation. Today you have not 321, but 5,600. 
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In 1951, there were only 9,000 children in the schools 
of your nation. Tonight there are 380,000. 

That is success—and more. For every child is the seed 
of another and larger success. 

This day, Your Majesty, marks the start of a great 
Hindu holiday in your country. I think it is appropriate 
for us to celebrate that holiday with you—by wishing that 
all of your children, all of your seeds, grow up tall and 
strong in the light of learning. No leader could do more 
for his people; no leader could leave them with a brighter 
legacy. 

Let that be our toast here tonight. The leaders in our 
Government, the majority leader, the Members of the 
Senate and the House who have come here, the repre- 
sentatives of the Cabinet, our distinguished Ambassador 
to the United Nations—let us all join tonight in celebrating 
the future of a very proud people, a brave land, and a wise 
ruler. Ladies and gentlemen—His Majesty, the King of 
Nepal. 


Kinc MAHENpRA, M7. President, Mrs. Johnson, ladies 
and gentlemen: 


Please accept our grateful thanks for the kind senti- 
ments just now expressed by Your Excellency about Nepal 
and her people. 

I and my entourage long remain grateful to Your 
Excellency for the invitation to visit your prosperous 
country which has made it possible for us to meet each 
other, to exchange ideas, and to explain and understand 
each other’s problems and viewpoints. 

I am seeing your country for the second time after 
7 years. During these 7 years, many events occurred in 
several parts of the world and there were great changes. 
Nepal, also, had a share of these. 

Under the compulsion of circumstances, many things 
altered. Today we are marching along the road of a 
partyless Panchayat democratic system. 

It would be no exaggeration to say that this system has 
served us as a good instrument for steadily bringing about 
an adequate degree of popular awakening as well as for 
accomplishing national reconstruction works. 

Although in comparison to other systems current in the 
world today, our Panchayat system appears to be new. It 
has proved itself suitable to our country as a system in 
which people’s representatives have a more active share 
in the administration of the country at various levels. 

Rastraya Panchayat functions as the highest legislation 
which is held in high esteem by the people and their rep- 
resentatives. All the Ministers, including the Prime Min- 
ister, must be its members. 

We do not mean that ours is the best system and others 
should imitate it, but we have no hesitation in affirming 
that it is the only democratic system suited to the time and 
circumstances and our country and society. 

Compared to America, Nepal is a small country on the 
lap of the Himalayas in central Asia, Although a small 


developing country, we Nepalese are proud of our culture, 
its history, tradition and status. 
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The independence and sovereignty of our country is 
extremely dear to us. 

Even as we respect others’ honor and friendly traditions, 
we expect others to respect our independence and friend- 
liness. We can never take an offensive attitude toward 
others, nor can we tolerate any offensive attitude toward 
us. 

Nepal believes in maintaining peace and friendship 
with all, especially her neighbors now and ever after. 

She believes in the greater efficacy of love, mutual good 
will, understanding, and universal welfare than of fears 
and threats. 


It is Nepal’s conviction that the way of peace, friend- 
ship, and cooperation is better and easier than the way 
of war for reaching the goal, for realizing the ideal of the 
well-being of one’s country and society. 

Nepal can never agree that world peace is possible 
through unnecessary interference and encroachment in 
others’ affairs or through putting pressure upon others 
by any power—big or small. 

Cherishing these hopes and objectives, Nepal has been 
fortunate to receive aid and cooperation from various 
friendly countries for her reconstruction. 

It still remains her policy to welcome gladly all aid and 


cooperation attuned to her needs and offered to her on 
friendly terms. 
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Nepal is very grateful for the aid and cooperation re- 
ceived from your great country in her progress and devel- 
opment. Nepal is also grateful to your advanced country 
for the opportunities granted to the Nepalese, including 
my own son, Crown Prince Birendra, to study as well as to 
teach in many of your institutions for higher studies. 

I believe every year more and more American citizens 
are having increased experiences of the pure and peaceful 
atmosphere of Nepal and the friendly feelings of the 
Nepalese people. This has resulted in a greater degree of 
fellow feeling and understanding between our two coun- 
tries and peoples. 

On the official level, also, exchange of visits is gradually 
going up. Today on this happy occasion we extend to 
Your Excellency and Mrs. Johnson an invitation to visit 
Nepal in the full hope that you will give us an opportunity 
to receive you in our hospitable country. 

Before concluding, I, on behalf of all the Nepalese, 
again express our sincere best wishes for the ever-increasing 
progress and prosperity of the American people and re- 
quest Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, to join 
me in proposing a toast to the health and long life of His 
Excellency, the President and Mrs. Johnson, and the 
American people. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. in the State Dining Room at 


the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the 
White House press release. 





VISIT OF KING MAHENDRA OF NEPAL 


Joint Statement by President Johnson and King Mahendra Following 
Their Discussions in Washington. November 1, 1967 


At the invitation of President and Mrs. Johnson, King Mahendra 
and Queen Ratna of Nepal are paying a State visit to the United States of 
America beginning November 1, 1967. The Crown Prince, who is studying 
in the United States, joined Their Majesties during this State visit. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Kirti Nidhi Bista is accom- 
panying Their Majesties. On their completion of the Washington portion 
of the visit, during which they have met various members of the United 
States Government, Their Majesties are traveling to various points of 
interest in the United States before departing for Nepal on December 3. 

The visit afforded King Mahendra and President Johnson an oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with each other and to discuss matters of 
mutual interest and concern. The personal rapport and mutual esteem 
stemming from their conversations enabled them to discuss these matters 
with the frankness and friendship which characterize the relations 
between the United States and Nepal. 
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The King explained to the President the efforts made in Nepal to 
secure a better standard of living for the people under the Panchayat sys- 
tem and the measure of success achieved in this direction. President John- 
son was impressed with the progress made in Nepal under His Majesty’s 
leadership and praised Nepal’s emphasis on increasing agricultural pro- 
duction and the increased self-help measures taken by Nepal. King 
Mahendra explained that Nepal hoped to have achieved an increase of 
fifteen per cent in its agricultural production by the end of the current five 
year plan in 1970. President Johnson assured His Majesty of the continu- 
ing deep interest of the United States Government and people in sup- 
porting Nepal’s efforts to reach its goals. King Mahendra thanked the 
President for the important role being played by the United States for 
achieving these high purposes. 

King Mahendra and President Johnson discussed the efforts which 
both the Governments have been making to ease world tensions. It was 
agreed that the strong support of both countries for the United Nations 
would not slacken. The King explained that the policy of peaceful co- 
existence and non-alignment had a continuing validity for Nepal at a time 
when there were increased tensions in the region itself. The President ex- 
pressed his understanding of Nepal’s efforts to reduce tensions. In affirm- 
ing their desire for a world in which the arms race could be slowed and in 
which general and complete disarmament could be achieved under safe- 
guards, President Johnson and King Mahendra expressed their earnest 
hope that a non-proliferation treaty would soon be concluded. They re- 
asserted their unwavering support for a world of law and order and one in 
which international obligations and non-interference in the internal 
affairs of a country are solemnly respected. 


King Mahendra and President Johnson discussed other problems 
facing the world today. They reviewed the situation in Viet Nam, stating 
their respective views, and agreed that the problem of Viet Nam could be 
solved in accordance with the Geneva Agreement of 1954. They expressed 
the hope that a lasting and honorable peace would soon be restored to 
Viet Nam. With respect to the Middle East, it was agreed that both Gov- 
ernments should continue to support the efforts of the United Nations to 
evolve a just and durable peace for the Middle East which would be ac- 
ceptable to all the peoples affected by the recent hostilities there. 

President Johnson and King Mahendra agreed that their friendly 
exchange of views, reflecting the mutual respect and equality of the two 
nations, had reinforced the already strong bonds of friendship which have 
characterized Nepalese-American relations since their inception in 1947 


and made more meaningful their common quest for peace, justice, and 
progress. 


In taking leave of President Johnson, King Mahendra expressed his 
thanks for the warm and friendly reception accorded him. King 
Mahendra extended a cordial invitation to President Johnson and Mrs. 
Johnson to visit Nepal. The President expressed his gratitude for the 
invitation and his hope that he and Mrs. Johnson could visit Nepal. 














Social and Economic Conditions of 
Negroes in the United States 


Statement by the President on a Report by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Census 
Bureau. November 2, 1967 


This summer, I asked two highly respected government 
statistical agencies to draw together the latest and most 
relevant data concerning the social and economic con- 
ditions of Negroes in America—the bad with the good; 
the disappointing with the encouraging— in a simple for- 
mat that could be easily understood. 

That report, prepared by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
and the Census Bureau, is now ready and I commend it 
to all Americans for serious study. As the report indicates, 
no set of statistics can present a complete picture of all 
aspects of life. We have not yet learned to measure on a 
yardstick all the elements that contribute to a sense of 
equality among people. Yet much can be learned from 
the evidence at hand. 

This report, as I view it, backs up neither of the ex- 
treme positions that emerged in the wake of the summer 
disturbances. It does not confirm the diagnosis of bleak- 
ness and despair: that there has been no recent progress 
for Negroes in America and that violence is therefore a 
logical remedy. It does not confirm the opposite view: 
that “Negroes have been given too much.” 

We know those views to be fruitless. This report shows 
them to be false as well. 

Far from showing “no progress,” the picture revealed 
is one of substantial progress. As the Nation rode a great 
tide of social and economic prosperity over the past 7 
years, Negroes in America not only kept up with the gen- 
eral advance, but in important ways moved ahead of it. In 
education, in occupations, in income, in housing, most 
Negroes have made gains over the past few years. Today, 
for the first time, a substantial number of Negroes in 
America are moving into the middle class. 

But that is only one of the meanings in this data, and 
taken alone it is of only limited value. The second mean- 
ing is grim. 

The gap between Negro and white levels of living in 
America is still large despite progress. What is most 
troubling is that in many of the worst slum areas of 
America, life is not getting better for Negroes—it is getting 
worse. 

Any set of data is subject to a wide variety of interpre- 
tations, and I am sure that this report will not be an ex- 
ception. I have formed my own judgment about its deeper 
meaning. 

The Negro progress made over the past 6 years was 
earned by millions of Negro Americans going to school, 
getting better jobs, making higher wages—motivated by 
the same drives for a better tomorrow that motivated white 
Americans during this period of economic expansion. Gov- 
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ernment helped by opening doors of opportunity, Our 
civil rights laws have opened doors to jobs, schools, hous- 
ing, public accommodations, and voter participation that 
were once closed to Negroes. Manpower training pro- 
grams have opened doors for skill improvement. Aid to 
education is providing better schools with better teachers 
and better facilities. Medicare and Medicaid and other 
programs are opening the way to better health. 

The American system places a premium on individual 
enterprise and initiative. The data in this report show 
again that when people have a chance to better them- 
selves—they will better themselves. 

The data show that our job is not ended. Millions of 
Americans—whites as well as Negroes, children as well as 
adults, in every region of the Nation—remain unreached 
by the opportunities of the day. 

In the urban areas—large cities particularly—as I have 
pointed out time and time again, the Nation faces a major 
problem. Successful Negroes are moving out of the worst 
slum areas, leaving behind communities that are inhabited 
largely by the deprived, the unskilled, the handicapped, 
and new immigrants from the rural South. It makes all 
the more urgent that the Federal programs for reclaiming 
these slums be adequately funded. We must put our 
country first by giving top priority to the problems of our 
cities. This must be without regard to party or politics. 

The data in this report show that people do make prog- 
ress, great progress, when they have the opportunity to do 
so. Our job in the coming days and the coming years is to 
continue and to intensify our efforts to offer people a 
chance. 

Let us get on with the job. 


NOTE: Copies of the report, entitled “Social and Economic Condi- 
tions of Negroes in the United States” (BLS Report No. 332; Cur- 
rent Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 24; Government Printing 
Office, 97 pp.), were made available with the statement. 


Foreign Service of the United States 


The President’s Foreign Service Day Message. 
November 2, 1967 


I am happy to greet members of the Foreign Service of 
the United States on this day dedicated in their honor. 

Foreign affairs today involve a vast range of relation- 
ships between peoples: information programs, cultural 
programs, technical assistance programs, educational ex- 
changes, and international trade, to name only a few. 

Although every major department and agency of the 
national government is now concerned with some phase of 
foreign policy, our ability to employ our vast resources to 
best advantage rests—in large measure—on the skill and 
dedication of those principally responsible for our foreign 
relations. 

Americans in foreign service carry the major burden 
of representing the American people and their interests 
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abroad. They are subjected to physical hardships and at _fitting that we set aside this day to honor those who serve 

times to physical danger. As President, I am well aware of _ their country abroad. By so doing, we show our apprecia- 

the sacrifices we demand of them, and of their families. tion for their contribution to the security and well-being 
The Foreign Service may be proud of the manner in _Of our nation, and to the peace of the world. 


which it discharges its great responsibilities. I believe it Lynpon B. JOHNSON 





CONSUMER ASSEMBLY ’67 


The President’s Remarks to Delegates to the Assembly at the Shoreham Hotel. 
November 2, 1967 


Mr. Clayman, Miss Furness, distinguished Members of the Congress, 
ladies and gentlemen: 


Someday your children and your grandchildren are going to be very 
proud to be able to say that you were here today at this conference. And 
I am very proud, myself, that you are here. 

The idea that the consumer in America deserves protection is a 
relatively new American idea. 

In the early days of our history, the only consumer law was “let the 
buyer beware.” And a great many consumers thus were victimized by the 
fast-buck artists of those days. Our country was almost 100 years old be- 
fore the first consumer protection law was passed in this country. And 
that law just prohibited the fraudulent use of the United States mails. 

Some of the abuses that brought about that early legislation would 


insult our intelligence today. They were “American ingenuity”—at its 
very worst. 





—For instance, there was a man who advertised that he would send 
you a steel engraving of George Washington if you sent him a 
dollar. When he got your dollar, safe and sound, he sent you a 
one-cent stamp. 

—Another fellow asked for a dollar in return for a sure-fire method 
of exterminating potato bugs. For your dollar, you received a slip 


of paper saying, “Catch the bug, put him between two boards, and 
mash him.” 


On the American frontier, the practice of medicine was equally 
haphazard at its best. People bought the cure-alls like “Kick-a-poo Indian 
Sagwa’’—that promised you everything but the headache they produced. 

At the turn of the century, there was no guarantee that the meat 
Americans ate was not diseased—or even that it came from the advertised 
animal. One newspaper wrapped up the problem in a short poem which 
read like this: 

Mary had a little lamb, 

And when she saw it sicken, 

She shipped it off to Packing-town, 
And now it’s labeled chicken. 


Foods were filled with very strange chemicals, whose effect nobody 
knew. It was 1909, the year after I was born, before President Theodore 
Roosevelt could say that America had finally awakened to the fact that 
“no man may poison the people for his private profit.” 
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We take it for granted, today, that such outrageous practices are for- 
bidden by the law of the land. 

But without the indignation and without the action of an aroused 
public—without the Federal Government’s very strong sense of responsi- 
bility to the consumers of America—the counters in our stores might still 
be filled with Kick-a-poo Indian Sagwa. 

Without the great milestones of consumer legislation, we would still 
be playing Russian roulette every time we dealt in the marketplace. 


—Our savings would be stolen by unscrupulous speculators. 

—Our bodies would carry burn scars from clothing which ignited 
without warning. 

—Our food would be tainted; our drugs would be unsafe. 

—Our children would be maimed by the toys their parent brought 
home to them. 


Consumer legislation is a continuing process of serving the changing 
times in which we live. Technology daily makes our present laws obsolete. 
Progress is never an unmixed blessing. It can bring countless unforeseen 
hazards. 

Fortunately, these problems are usually resolved in our competitive 
market, by the engines of private enterprise and their energies. 

But dangers must be predicted whenever possible. Standards must 
be set when necessary. Consumers must be safeguarded from the unrea- 
sonable risk. 

In the modern marketplace, there are still plenty of traps for the 
ignorant and the unwary—plenty more subtle than those our grandfathers 
knew anything about, but they are no less dangerous than those that 
grandpa faced. The difference is that the confidence men who brew them 
up wear Brooks Brothers suits and have college degrees today. 

—Every year, Americans pay millions of dollars for parched and 

worthless land. 

—Every year, our citizens are lured, unsuspecting, into credit traps 
which drive them to desperation, and many to death. 

—Every year, Americans eat, on the average, 27 pounds of unin- 
spected red meat—meat that may be mislabeled, tainted, or 
dangerously diseased. 

—Every year American families furnish their homes with fabrics that 
are dangerously flammable. 

This is a consumer’s administration, of which I am a part. I have 
sent three major messages to the Congress in the last 4 years—asking for 
strong laws to protect our people from those who would cheat them or 
those who would expose them to unreasonable hazards in pursuit of a 
cheap and easy dollar. 

The 89th Congress passed several major pieces of legislation which 
materially helped the consumer to a better life. 

—The Truth-in-Packaging Act, that would tell the buyer just what 
he is buying, how much it weighs, and, besides, who made it. The 
days of the “jumbo quart” and the “giant economy quart” are 
already over. 

—The Child Protection Act, to guard our children against hazardous 
toys. Today there is a law that protects a child from poisoning if 
he puts one of his toys in his mouth—a law that protects him from 
being burned by firecrackers that look like candy. 
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—The Traffic and Highway Safety Acts, to protect our drivers from 
dangerous vehicles, and to train them to protect themselves from 
each other. 


Still we have just begun our program for the consumer. There are 
currently on my recommendation 12 major actions before the Congress. 
There are some votes lost in every one of these major actions, but they 
are for the benefit of the American people. We are going to do right 
regardless of how popular it is. 

At a time when economy is the byword of our Nation, these 12 meas- 
ures should be among the first bills passed. The cost to the taxpayer is 
virtually nothing. The savings to the consumer are in untold grief as well 
as millions of dollars. 

The truth-in-lending bill—its great and distinguished author, Mrs. 
Sullivan, is on the platform today, and the chairman of the committee 
that is going to bring the bill out of the committee I hope very soon and 
pass it, Mr. Patman, is here with us—would require the moneylenders of 
our society to inform the citizen—to tell the parents who need to borrow 
for their children’s education, or to pay medical bills, or to buy a car or a 
television set—just how much it will cost to borrow that money. 

The lender knows to the very penny how much interest he is charging. 
We don’t think it is too much to ask that he also tell the borrower. 

We have proposed amendments to the Flammable Fabrics Act of 
1953. As new materials are invented, new hazards occur. We don’t want 
a repeat of the incident when young girls were incinerated by their own 
sweaters. 

We want to see minimum safety standards set for the movement of 
natural gas by pipeline. These pipelines may run under your city streets 
and under your own bungalow. We don’t want them to erupt; we don’t 
want them to kill your townspeople. 

As representatives of our 200 million consumers, these bills concern 
each of you directly. It has been said that the consumer lobby is the most 
widespread in our land, yet the least vociferous and the least powerful. I 
disagree. 

You can only wield the power that you have if you are willing to 
make yourselves heard. You have the interest, you have the organization, 
you have the numbers, you have the horsepower. 


And we have made sure that you have access to the highest councils 
of your own Government. The President’s Committee on Consumer In- 
terests, the Consumer Advisory Council, and my very talented Special 
Assistant for Consumer Affairs, Betty Furness, are all—I started to say 
available to you—available to consult with you. 

They are willing to hear your ideas, take your suggestions, listen to 
your complaints, and then pass them along to me, if I can be helpful. 


I don’t want to have any monopoly on these complaints. Your Con- 
gressmen should hear from you, too—often, loud, and clear. 


As I speak here, at this very moment, there are two specific issues 
which I think call for your attention. They threaten you consumers and 
they threaten your country. 


The first is inflation. By keeping a close watch on our economy, we 
have managed for the past 81 months to keep our consumer price rise 
lower than that of any other nation in the industrial West. We have kept 
the housewife’s dollar secure. We have even been able to lower taxes. 











If the two tax bills that we repealed in the last 2 years were on the 
books today, they would bring in an additional $24 billion. 

But now there are pressures on our economy which demand that we 
ask for a portion of that $24 billion back—in the form of a surcharge. It 
would be a penny out of every dollar. 

We estimate that the 10 percent surcharge, so-called, would aver- 
age one penny out of every dollar earned. 

I realize that it is hard for you to ask the people that you represent 
for more taxes, but let me give you just two quick examples of what will 
happen, if we don’t get that surcharge. 

A family of four with an income of $5,000 would pay nothing under 
our tax proposal. They are exempt. But the chances are very great that 
they would pay $147 a year under the inaction inflation tax. 

A family with an income of $10,000 will pay $285—or $174 more 
than some economists estimate it would pay if the surcharge is passed. So 
inaction will cost you an estimated $174, if you earn $10,000 a year. 

You don’t see the effects of inaction now, but you are going to see it 
next year when it is too late for you to correct your own errors. 

The second issue you should know about is the threat of protec- 
tionism. Protectionism is rearing its head in the form of certain quota bills 
now before the Congress trying to take care of each Congressman’s dis- 
trict. And when we begin to think more of our district than we think of 
the country, we are likely to get into trouble. 

Those proposed quotas would invite massive retaliation from our 
trading partners throughout the world. Just the little publicity that has 
been spread around the globe has them all concerned and up in arms. 

Prices would rise. Our world market would shrink. So would the 
range of goods which American consumers choose when they buy. 

I think those protectionists’ bills just must not become law. And they 
are not going to become law as long as I am President and can help it. 

So I plead with you consumers. I plead with all Americans. I urge 
you to make yourselves heard, to exercise your rights, to fulfill your duties 
both as consumers and, more important, as citizens. 

We have too much to preserve. We have reaped the harvest of a 
vigorous prosperity—a record prosperity that has lasted for 81 months— 
the longest in history. Our consumers now enjoy the highest standard of 
living in America that has ever been known to civilization. Yet one in 
every seven of our citizens—one out of every seven of our fellow human 
beings—exists below the poverty line. And every citizen faces unreason- 
able risks in the modern marketplace. 

There are danger signs on the horizon now which should arrest the 
attention of each of you. 

When all Americans enjoy the bounties of this rich land, when all 
Americans can live in dignity and security—then we can say we have done 
the consumer justice. This is the largest meeting of this kind that has ever 
been held, I am told, in this town for a cause like this. I hope you will not 
ever be satisfied with anything less than getting the consumer justice. I 
don’t believe you will settle for anything less. And I promise you, as your 

President, that I will not settle for anything else. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the Regency Room at the Shoreham Hotel. 
The group consisted of approximately 1,000 representatives from 63 local, State, and 
national consumer organizations. 
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District of Columbia Council 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony for the Nine Members of the New 
November 3, 1967 


Council. 


Mr. Justice Clark, Mayor Washington, Deputy Mayor 
Fletcher, distinguished Judges, distinguished Members of 
the Congress and leaders in the Congress for the District 
of Columbia, City Council Members, ladies and gentle- 
men: 


First, I want to express my deep personal appreciation 
for the patriotism, the dedication, and the unselfishness 
that has been evidenced by the three Commissioners who 
have worked themselves out of a job. 

I have never known men who wanted to do better or 
who have tried harder or who have been more pleasant 
to work with. I would like Ambassador Tobriner, General 
Mathe, and Mr. Duncan to please stand and take a hand. 

We have come here to the East Room this morning to 
celebrate a very historic day. 

This morning the future separates from the past. 

Here in the Nation’s Capital, the city of all the people, 
a new era of government is beginning. 

For 100 years now, the citizens of Washington have 
been waiting for this moment. 

Many men and women have worked hard, long, and 
faithfully to try to make this possible. 

The list is long. It includes many Members of the Con- 
gress, some of whom are with us today—and all of whom 
I am grateful to. 

It includes the three Commissioners whom I have 
just introduced who have helped to solve the unemploy- 
ment problem by working themselves out of a job. Now 
the people of the District will gain nine new employees 
to replace those that are leaving. 

With that, I believe that Washington will take a step 
toward moving from a wagon wheel government into 
the jet age in the 20th century. 

The new government launched here this morning, I 
hope, will be an effective force for the people’s hopes— 
and especially for the people’s needs. 

Earlier this morning, I took the first step by signing the 
revenue bill for the District of Columbia. This will give 
the new government a stronger fiscal base for the work 
that it must do. 

Now a large part of this job is going to be up to 
you—the City Council—Council Chairman Hechinger, 
Vice Chairman Fauntroy, all the members on the coun- 
cil—all of you, I hope, working as a team under the 
leadership of the constructive program of Mayor Wash- 
ington and Deputy Mayor Fletcher. 

Your problems are out there waiting for you on the 
streets. Don’t minimize them, because they are many. And 
they are serious. All of them are pressing. 


They are the problems of people. 
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So, help us solve them. 

Help us find ways to drive crime from the midst of 
the Nation’s Capital, so citizens can walk safely through 
our streets. 

If I could elaborate just a moment. If we could clean 
up this crime situation and make Washington the safest 
city in the Nation, I think it would just be a matter of 
time, then, when there would be so much encourage- 
ment and so much support from all of our people and 
all of our Congress that we could have the best educa- 
tional system, we could have the cleanest city, and we 
could do all these other things that need so much to 
be done. 

Now it is the chicken and the egg. Which comes first? 
We realize that because of inadequate education, because 
of the diseased condition of many of our people, and be- 
cause of unemployment—all of these things lead to crime. 

But the time has come, in my judgment, when the 
American people are going to rise up in revolt at the 
lawbreaker in this country. 

We are going to have to obey the law. And we are 
going to protect the citizen under the law, though we 
are not going to protect his right to run over other 
people, to violate the rights of other people, and to take 
the law into his own hands. 

So if you need twice as many policemen, if you need to 
pay them twice as much, if you need twice as much com- 
munication, if you need extra automobiles and motor- 
cycles and educated people, then let’s start to work to get 
them. But let’s clean up crime here. 

Now I don’t know that there is any single person who 
is responsible. I guess if there is, Dr. Gallup would say that 
I am. But I like crime just like I like castor oil. Some peo- 
ple say the courts are. Some people say the police are. 
Some people say that ignorance and diseases—and a lot 
of other things are to blame. 

Well, I am not here to say that anyone is responsible. 
I think every person tries to do what he thinks is right. 
But some of them get led astray sometimes; some of them 
make mistakes. 

But I do want to say this to the Congress, as I said to 
80 Congressmen last night, I want to appeal to them to 
try to quit treating the District of Columbia—now Senator 
Morse, I am not talking to you. You just stay seated. I am 
not going to attack. I want to say to the Washington Post 
I am not the slightest angry. And I want to say to the 
fellow the day before, I am not lambasting anybody. I am 
not attacking. 

Now, that is what I am not doing. But what I am 
doing—TI want to say to the Congressmen, of both the 
House and the Senate, as I said last night, let’s don’t treat 
the Nation’s Capital as a stepchild. 

Let’s try to make it a model child. Let’s try to make it 
the best we can produce. Let’s try to let it be the city that 
every other city in the world would like to copy. 


I want to pay a great compliment to the District of 
Columbia government for the patience, tolerance, under- 
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standing, wisdom, and good judgment that they showed 
in connection with the demonstration here a few days ago. 

We didn’t lose 40 or 50 lives as we lost in Detroit. We 
didn’t have a lot of people carried to the graveyard. 

We did have some 600 arrests of people who just 
wouldn’t comply with the law and we had a good many 
penalties. 

We got through a very difficult situation. 

The same day they were having the same problems in 
Rome, in Paris, in Bonn, in Berlin, in Czechoslovakia, and 
other parts of the world, because since last April they had 
been planning those things. 

But I am glad that we had the patience and the judg- 
ment to handle it without killing. 

Although it was one of our most difficult situations, it 
is one of the greatest tributes to our District government 
that they can deal with difficult situations and they can 
deal with them intelligently. 

I want to ask this Council this morning to help us find 
ways immediately to start driving crime from our midst. 

I want to ask every judge who is out there in the East 
Room this morning, or out there in his chambers, or on 
his bench, to take his part of the personal responsibility. 

I want to ask the District Attorney, at whom I am 
looking, and every Assistant that works for him, to bear 

_in mind that he has a very peculiar and particular part 
to play. 

And I wouldn’t mind seeing a few lights in courthouses 
around here at night cleaning up these dockets and bring- 
ing us justice—and bringing it quickly. 

I want to say to every policeman that we want you to 
conduct yourself as the finest example of law enforcement 
in this country—understanding our citizenship and always 
bearing in mind that the law-abiding citizens, the people, 
are the masters and we are their servants. 

But when you enforce the law and do what is right, 
this Council will support you, this mayor will support 
you, and this President will support you. 

I want to ask the Council and the Congress to help me 
find ways to make the schools of the District of Columbia 
places of excellence for this community. 

I think it is disgraceful that so many families feel that 
their children can’t go to public schools because they are 
inadequate and because the conditions are such that the 
mother and father don’t feel their children get the best 
training in the Nation’s Capital. 

I want this Council and this Congress to help us find 
ways to build more decent homes quicker for those who 
have never known a decent home in their life. 

I want the Council and the Congress to help me find 
ways to make responsible citizens out of young men and 
women who are eager for a chance—and who will make 
the most of it, if you will just give it to them. 

I think we are living in a goldfish bowl here in Wash- 
ington. I think that spotlight is on every one of us and the 
whole Nation is looking at us, because this is the Na- 
tion’s city. This is the people’s city. 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Ladies and gentlemen, your challenge is, I think, quite 
unique. I think the challenge is to begin today to start 
turning Washington into a model community—a place 
of pride for our children to play, for our people to live, 
and for our parents to work. 

The Federal Government stands ready to help you. 

And I think 1 million people will support you, if you 
will furnish the strength, inspiration, and the leadership. 

So a man’s judgment is no better than his information. 
And you don’t learn much when you are talking and I 
am going to stop. 

But get out on those streets and talk to those people in 
their homes and in their businesses. See what is in their 
heart and in their head, what they need, and how we can 
best supply it. Let’s try to unite this city in a drive that 
will ultimately give us a National Capital of which we can 
be proud. 

Thank you very much. 





While they are moving up here, I think I ought to 
tell you a little joke. They say I stay angry so much of the 
day. A few years ago a young man was sent to the Senate 
cloakroom. A somewhat maverick United States Senator 
came to me and said, “I want to join the Democratic 
Party. I want to serve on two committees, the District of 
Columbia and Foreign Relations.” 

It seemed to me there was some little difference in the 
importance of the two committees—at least I thought 
so then. I thought he was well equipped. I couldn’t imag- 
ine anybody wanting to serve on the District of Columbia 
Committee. 

But I agreed to assign him to those two places. I want 
to recognize that quality of service. I doubt if there is 
anybody in the District who has done more for the Dis- 
trict, more to help the President—Republican or Demo- 
crat—to make the District a decent place to live than 
Senator Morse. 


Before you all applaud, I just want to say this: He has 
put the interests of the District of Columbia first all of the 
time. I hope after he gets a little more time to spend on 
foreign relations that he will be as good in that field. 
[At this point, the members of the District of Columbia Council were 
sworn in by retired Supreme Court Justice Tom C. Clark. The Presi- 
dent then resumed speaking.] 

There is one thing I want to do before we go in the 
next room. We are going to have a little receiving line. 
We will see as many as we can before I am too late to 
the next appointment. 


We will ask the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor to be 
in the receiving line. We will ask the Council members to 
be in the next room in a line so that you can go to both 
rooms—those of you that care. 

I want to express my heartfelt appreciation. I think 
speaking for the District of Columbia—perhaps a last 
time, because the Mayor will take over that job after this 
reception is over—I want to express the gratitude of all 








MOt 


the 
Pol 
bet 


ant 
wit 
of | 











MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1967 


the people of this community to Mr. Horsky and to Mr. 
Pollak for working through the years to try to give us a 
better city. 


At great personal sacrifice, at great financial sacrifice, 
and under great emotional strain, Mr. Horsky has worked 
with me for several years here trying to make the District 
of Columbia better. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Pollak, who has done a 
magnificent job. Everything he has done, Mr. Horsky has 
worked with him in doing. We are all so grateful to both 
of them. 

Thank you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 

The members of the Council are John W. Hechinger, Chairman, 

Walter E. Fauntroy, Vice Chairman, Margaret A. Haywood, J. C. 


Turner, Joseph P. Yeldell, John A. Nevius, Stanley J. Anderson, 
William S. Thompson, and Polly Shackleton. 


Independent Offices and Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
Appropriation Act, 1968 


Statement by the President Upon Signing 
the Bill. November 3, 1968 


I am today signing the Independent Offices and HUD 
Appropriations Act for fiscal year 1968. 

This measure represents a cut from the budget request 
of January of more than $600 million. More than $500 
million of that has been slashed from the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. 


Some have called the passage of this act a legislative 
victory. It might better be called a legislative miracle— 
the opposition was that strong. Ninety-three percent of 
House Republicans voted to recommit and kill rent sup- 
plements. Eighty percent voted to recommit and delete 
all funds for model cities. Despite the effective opposition 
of so many Republicans, the lives of both these vital 
programs—rent supplements and model cities—have now 
been extended. 

But it was no victory for the 200 American cities which 
have already submitted model cities applications. For 
them the reduction this year of $350 million alone in 
model cities funds comes as a bitter blow. 

It was no victory for the 30,000 poor families who will 
be denied and deprived of decent housing built and op- 
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erated by private industry because the rent supplement 
program was cut from $40 million to $10 million. 

It was no victory for more than 500,000 needy city 
dwellers who could have been reached by the new “one- 


stop” neighborhood centers which this measure elimi- 
nated. 


It was no victory for tens of thousands of suburbanites 
and commuters around our congested cities when next 


year’s urban mass transit appropriation was reduced by 
$55 million. 


Last August, I wrote to Senate Majority Leader Mans- 
field urging that Congress appropriate the full funds for 
our city programs. I said we can no longer be satisfied 
with “business as usual.” 

“These problems,” I noted, “demand the best that an 


enlightened nation can plan, and the most that an affluent 
nation can afford.” 


The Senate responded by approving virtually all of the 
budget requests with some Republican Senators voting to 
help. 

But in the end, the familiar old voices of reaction and 
status quo prevailed in the conference with the House. 
They prevailed even after the Nation’s leading private 
insurance executives came to the White House and prom- 
ised me to make an investment of $1 billion in our 
cities—to work hand in hand with our Federal programs. 
They prevailed even after last summer’s agony when Con- 
gress cut the budget request for housing and urban devel- 
opment by more than 25 percent while reducing 
everything else in this $10 billion appropriations bill by a 
total of less than 1 percent. This represents a disordered 
sense of priorities and a blindness to human needs. And, 
in the process our American cities and the American peo- 
ple have been shortchanged. 

Despite these setbacks, however, we will not allow the 
programs to falter, although they are much smaller than 
we would like them to be. I have directed Secretary 
Weaver operating with these reduced funds: 


—To speed processing time so that these programs can 
get to people faster. 


—-To spend every taxpayer’s dollar carefully, wisely, 
and effectively. 
—To encourage the maximum involvement of the 
private sector through the new “Turnkey” concept. 
So I sign this measure, not with a full sense of achieve- 
ment, but with the determination to move ahead, to ful- 
fill a pledge I made nearly 4 years ago: “A decent home 
in a decent neighborhood for every American citizen.” 
NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 9960) is Public Law 90-121. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as formal 
White House press releases during the period covered by 
this issue. Appointments which appear below in the list 
of nominations submitted to the Senate are not included in 
this listing. 


October 30 


The President today declared a major disaster for New 
York because of flood damage in the southwestern portion 
of the State in late September. This action makes avail- 
able $300,000 in Federal funds for emergency recovery 
work for public facilities. 

Robert Moot, Administrator of the Small Business Ad- 
ministration, advised the President that the SBA has ap- 
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proved 1,398 loans totaling $4.5 million for victims of 
the South Texas floods in September. The SBA is process- 
ing 2,073 additional applications for a total of $8.5 
million. 


November 3 


The President will reappoint Governor Nelson A. 
Rockefeller of New York to another 2-year term on the 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
the following: 


ARTHUR CHRISTOPHER, JrR., of the District of Columbia, to be an 
Associate Judge of the District of Columbia Court of General 
Sessions (At the same time, he will withdraw the nomination 
of William C. Gardner, at Mr. Gardner’s request. ) 

James M. Carter of La Jolla, Calif., to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit (Arizona, California, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Guam) 

Hersert N. Matetz of Alexandria, Va., to be a Judge of the 
United States Customs Court 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE'* 


Submitted October 31, 1967 


JoHN HAROLD FANNING, of Pawtucket, R.I., to 
be a member of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board for the term of 5 years expiring 
December 16, 1972 (reappointment) . 


Submitted November 1, 1967 


PoOSTMASTERS (list of 73 names) . 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 27, 1967 


Private Law 90-98 
An Act for the relief of Mercedes De Toffoli. 
Private Law 90-99 
An Act for the relief of Omer Penner. 
Private Law 90-100 
An Act for the relief of John J. McGrath. 
Private Law 90-101 
An Act for the relief of Jesse W. Stutts, 
Junior. 

Private Law 90-102 
An Act for the relief of Mrs. Marilyn 
Shorette. 

Private Law 90-103 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Alfredo F. 
Mendez, doctor of medicine. 

Private Law 90-104 
An Act for the relief of Jan Drobot. 


Approved October 31, 1967 


Private Law 90-105 
An Act for the relief of Mi Soon Oh. 
Private Law 90-106 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Enrique 
Alberto Rojas-Vila. 
Private Law 90-107 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Luis 
Osvaldo Martinez-Farinas. 
Private Law 90-108 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Armando 
Perez Simon. 
Private Law 90-109 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Julio Ale- 
jandro Solano. 
Private Law 90-110 
An Act for the relief of Sabiene Elizabeth 
DeVore. 
See eee ee Te Private Law 90-111 
An Act for the relief of Rumiko Samanski. 
Private Law 90-112 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Julio 
Domingo Hernandez. 
2 eee Private Law 90-113 
An Act for the relief of Mitsuo Blomstrom. 
Private Law 90-114 
An Act for the relief of Antonio Luis 
Navarro. 


Private Law 90-115 
An Act for the relief of Doctor David 
Castaneda. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 31, 1967—Continued 


eo a Private Law 90-116 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Manuel 
Alpendre Seisdedos. 

2 Private Law 90-117 


An Act for the relief of Doctor Lucio 

Arsenio Travieso y Perez. 

» Private Law 90-118 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Gonzalo G. 
Rodriguez. 


4 Private Law 90-120 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Alfredo 
Pereira. 

Private Law 90-121 
An Act for the relief of Lee Duk Hee. 
Private Law 90-122 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Hugo 
Gonzalez. 

’ Private Law 90-123 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Ernesto 
Nestor Prieto. 

Private Law 90-124 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Mario R. 


Dy Fae ccna Private Law 90-125 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Carlos E. 
Garciga. 

GE  Feteediuenntnaneann Private Law 90-126 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Maria del 
Carmen Trabadelo de Arias. 

 Feasscsnseswnna Private Law 90-127 


An Act for the relief of American Petrofina 
Company of Texas, a Delaware corporation 
and James W. Harris. 


G@. Pe btbantssadowns Private Law 90-128 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Antonio 
Martin Ruiz del Castillo. 

D, Tdcetetnncuses Private Law 90-129 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Ramiro de 
la Riva Dominguez. 

Ge Wiktadscanimwnnane Public Law 90-117 


An Act to provide for the disposition of 
judgment funds now on deposit to the 
credit of the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma. 


Private Law 90-130 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Orlando 
Hipolito Maytin. 


Public Law 90-118 
Joint Resolution extending the time for 
filing report of Commission on Urban 
Problems. 


Private Law 90-131 
An Act for the relief of Lim Ai Ran and 
Lim Soo Ran. 


Private Law 90-132 
An Act for the relief of Angelique 
Kousoulas. 


Private Law 90-133 
An Act for the relief of Yoo Young Hui, 
and her daughter, Ok Young. 


h Private Law 90-134 
An Act for the relief of Yong Ok Espantoso. 


Private Law 90-135 
An Act for the relief of Yim Mei Lam. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 31, 1967—Continued 


Private Law 90-136 
An Act for the relief of Ramiro V. Huerta. 


Private Law 90-137 
An Act for the relief of Mary Bernadette 
Linehan. 


ee Private Law 90-138 
An Act for the relief of Roberto Martin 
Del Campo. 


Approved November 2, 1967 


Private Law 90-139 
“An Act for the relief of Rosemarie Gauch 
Neth. 


Private Law 90-140 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Felix C. 
Caballol. 

EE Senne Public Law 90-119 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Navy to adjust the legislative jurisdiction 
exercised by the United States over lands 
comprising the United States Naval Sta- 
tion, Long Beach, California. 


Approved November 3, 1967 


TTR: Gein ecceincnan Public Law 90-120 
District of Columbia Federal Payment 
Authorization and Borrowing Authority 
Act of 1967. 

Public Law 90-121 

Independent Offices and Department of 

Housing and Urban Development Appro- 

priation Act, 1968. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released October 28, 1967 
Remarks of the President to the Mexican- 
American Conference (advance text). 


The President’s remarks at the Chamizal 
ceremony at Juarez, Mexico (advance text) . 


Released November 1, 1967 


Remarks of the President at the welcoming 
ceremony for King Mahendra of Nepal 
(advance text). 

The President’s toast at a dinner honoring 
King Mahendra of Nepal (advance text). 


Released November 2, 1967 


Remarks of the President at the Consumer 
Assembly '67 (advance text). 


Released November 3, 1967 


The President's remarks at the swearing-in 
of the members of the District of Columbia 
Council (advance text). 

Remarks by Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Special 
Assistant to the President, at the College 
of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Mass. 
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